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PRinT screen 

Date : 

Time: 

Place : 

8:00 PM 

8:30 PM 

August 1986 

NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday, August 27 

8:00 p.m. 

Po l ya Hall, 
Tur i ng Auditorium (Rm . 11 1) 
Stanford University 

AGEN D A 

General Club Business 

Speaker: Miriam Liski n 

Topic: Databases: 

Volume 4 Number 8 

Spreadsheet vs. Dedi cated 

9:00 PM Discussion and Random Access 

10:00 PM Conc l usion 

Mi ri am Liskin will talk about how to approach the question of using a 
spre adsheet/database and when to use a dedicated data base program. 
She is a senior editor of Computer Currents , a Bay Area n ews 
ma gazine , and writes a column ca l led Dat a base Corner . Miriam has 
also wr i tten Advanced dBase I II Programming and Techniques. 

PLANNING M E E T I N G: 

All member s a re welcome to 
atten d th e monthly Planning 
Meeting, where we make decisions 
on th e fut ure of th e group 
( e . g ., s pe akers, topics ). 
Ple ase ca ll Beve rly Altman , 
329 -8 252 , for the location of 
the next meeting, which will be 
hel d on Wednesday, September 
10th at 8 p.m. If you can't 
reach Bev e r l y , ca 1 1 a ny C 1 ub 
Officer. 

C A L E N D A R 

Aug . 27 •••• Braup Meetlng • ••••••• 1:00 

Sept. 10 ••• Plannlng Meeting •••• • 8:00 

Sept . 2 ~ • • • Braup Meetlng ••• • ••• • 1:0 0 



JULY MEETING 

George Johnson from Video-7 in 
Milpitas discussed and demonstrated t he 
VEGA Enhanced Graphics Adapter card. The 
VEGA is 100% compatible wit h IBM EGA and 
supports CGA , MDA, and HGC . The card is 
avail a ble in shor t or r egu lar card , 
features 16 colors, 350x64 0 p ixe l 
resolution , and r etails for $599. 

George star ted out by giving us a 
brief history of display adapters on the 
IBM PC: 

DISPLAY PIXEL 
ADAPTER RESOLUTION 

IBM MONOCHROME 350X720 

IBM COLOR GRAPHICS 200X640 
(4 colors from a 
16 color palette) 

HERCULES MONO GRAPHICS 348X720 

I BM EGA , TEXT MODE 

I BM EGA , GRAPHICS MODE 
( 16 colors form a 
64 color palette) 

350X640 

200X320 

George went on to discuss future 
trends in the industry . He foresees an 
improvement in the g r a phics con troller 
chips which will enhance speed and perfor
mance of interactive screen graphics. He 
also sees a trend t owards WYSIWYG (What 
You See Is What You Get) , l ike the Macin
tosh . In order to get there , the PC 
needs h i gher resolution and faster screen 
writing. Eventually the graphics will be 
ten times faster t han they are now . 

The trend in software is towards EGA 
compatibility ; eighty percent of the sof t
ware is EGA compatible right now . For 
the pack a ges which a re not EGA com
patible , the VEGA card offers backwards 
compatibility to t he IBM Monochrome, IBM 
Color Graphics and Hercules adapters. 

For 
Video-7 
CA 95035 

additional information , contact 
a t 55 0 Sycamore Drive, Milpitas , 

(408-943-0101 ) . 
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CLUB N EW S 

Membership renewals: For the two 
mon t hs preceding the expira tion of your 
me mber ship you will fin d a r enewal 
en v elope encl osed i n your news letter . 
Use this envelope to p romptly send in 
your $25 check so t h a t you won' t miss an 
issue of the monthly news l e t ter. A 
current membership card will then be sent 
to you in the next issue of PrtSc. 

Remember, t h e "Goodie Coupon" 
att a ched to your membership card is 
p resently good for one free disk: the 
library catalog, Disk of the Month, or a 
blank disk . Trade in your coupon for a 
disk a t a future meeting. 

We have a new pr ice fo r Xi dex 
Precision disks : $ 7 /box . The catalog 
and the Disk of the Month will be offered 
for $1 a disk. If you wish to purchase 
disks at the meetings, you will need to 
present your membership card, so be sure 
to bring i t with you. 

* * * * * * * 

"Oataholfc." 



B U LL E TIN B OARD 

The club's bu lleti n board--SPACE 
(S t anford Palo Alto Computer Exchange) -
has been up and running for almost a 
month now. Please t ake advantage of this 
va 1 u able r esource--get f r ee c opies o f 
popular p ub l ic domaine software programs 
wit h o ut leav in g the comfort of your 
home. 

The phone number is 964-9039 , a nd you 
can call 24 hou rs a day . Each call is 
limited to 45 minut es. A printout of t he 
bulletin board 's directory organiz a tion 
is l isted below. Jay Fox, the Sys Op, 
will give a brie f demonstration of the 
bulle tin board at the next meeting. 

* * * * * * * * 

C L A S S I F I E D ADS 

POWER SOPPLY - - Standar d 85 wa.tt IBM 
PC powe r supply , $ 25 . Cal l Rebecca 
Bridges at 326-8605 . 

DBAS E I II -- Bran d new, never been 
used, $1 00 . Call Dave Casto at 321-6734 . 

* * * * * * * * 

GET 
WRI T E 

P U B L I S B E D: 
FOR PRT s c 

Please cont act Rebecca Bridges if you 
ar e i nteres t ed in wr iting for PRinT 
screen. 

It does not matter what your level of 
compute r experience is: each of you has 
so me in f ormati on, knowledge or opinion 
that would be o f interes t t o your fellow 
members. Revi ew your latest software or 
h a rdwa r e purchase. Tell us how you use 
the PC in your work and p l a y. He l p 
o t he r s avo id or solve problems you have 
encount ered. 

Please submit the articles: 

o I n WordStar or ASCII format. 

o Single-spa ced . 

0 Doubl e-spaced between paragraphs. 

o Any r ight margin . 

0 By t he 15th of the month. 

* * * * * * * * 

==================:::.===• SPACE Fi le Directori es •=====""=""""================ 
17 UseNet Micro PC News 
16 New stuff . Recent a cquisiti ons not yet classified or cat a l oged. 
15 Hints, t i ps, unprotects . Patches, fixes , useful info . Mostly t e xt f iles. 
14 Reviews . Members' t e xt file reviews of publ domain & commercial software 
13 Library. LIBRACAT s y stem and current catalog, other catal og l istings. 
12 Special r equests . r.ib r a r y files put on line at members ' request. 
11 Home and f amily. Games , enterta inment, personal finance , educat ion, etc . 
10 Art and music . 
9 Math and science. Statistics, engineering, CAD/CAM, e tc. 
8 Business. Finance , accounting, planning and control , etc. 
7 Decision modeling and a nalysis . DBMS , sprdshts , integrated systems, etc. 
6 Word p rocessing and desktop publishing. 
5 Displ ay a nd presentat i on graphics. 
4 Compute r lite r acy and trainin g . 
3 Software development. Languages , p gm , g/debugging aids, sample code , etc. 
2 Opera ting sys tem and environment. Utils , tools , productivity a ids , etc. 
1 Communicat i ons . PROCOMM, ARC , security , other comm software and utils . 

Directories contain l ists o f downl oadable fil es organized by major ca tegory . 
Enter Dir ectory number ( s ) t o display file list and brief descriptions. 
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SAVING PAPER 

by R. F . Muraca 

You know the problem: A lot o f 
c l ean printer paper is wasted when print
ing takes up only part of a page . It 
seems that manufacturers of printers, 
computers, paper , and p ro gr ams have 
plotted against us . For example, my 
printer must have a leader of about four 
inches of the p revi ou s page to pull 
through a new p age . When a completed 
page is torn away at a perforation , the 
next page must be sacrificed if the 
new printout is to occupy a full page . 
And ho w about the many programs and 
• DOC files that put only ten or twelve 
lines on a page? Do a uthors get a 
kickback from paper manufacturers? 

If paper has separable edges, it 
is possible to remove a whole printed 
page without losing the next one. The 
secret is to use scissors to cut the left 
and right edge perforations and to sepa
rate them from the printed page . The 
printed page can be pulled away from the 

" We programmed it to simulate living condlllons In 
the year 2000, and it's become hysterical.' ' 
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one in the tractor at the horizontal per
foration . The following diagram indi
cates the appearance of the pape r t hat 
remains in the printer: 

lol lol 
lol lol 
lol lo l 
lo l lol 
lol lol 
l ol l ol 
l ol lol 
l o o l 
l o o l 
lo ol 
lo ol 

The length of the "ears" is the same 
as the leader needed by t he printer. Onl y 
a few moments are required to make scis
sor cuts and separate the finished page. 
Paper l oss is dramatica l ly reduced . 

" It was bound 10 happen-tney're beginning to think 
like binary computers." 



A V 0 I D I N G T H E V D T's 

by R. F. Muraca 

Abou t five years ago, man y of the 
more than 10 million users of computers 
and word processors began to be concerned 
ab out the possibility o f unh ealthy 
e ffects from the video display terminals 
( VDTs ). Ther e were many unsupported 
stories of miscarriages, birth defects , 
visual impairments , mental anguish , 
backaches, etc., etc. 

Could it be tha t my recent head
aches , and a nagging pain in the neck 
were caused by prolonged computer ses
sions? Did I have the VDT ' s? Further
more , s livers of white, self-adherent 
label that were put on screen to mark 
starting positions for a word processor, 
had turned PINK! ! Wasn ' t it time to call 
in the news media? 

When yo u si t a t a computer , the 
hands should be in a comfortable position 
at the keyboar d , and the display should 
be from 12 to 18 inches from the eyes 
with the screen center roughly l evel with 
the nose. In this position, the head can 
remain fixed and the eyes can shift read
ily from s creen to keyboard. Ideally, 
eyes then should be able to be shifted 
left or right to focus on nearby books or 
sheets of data . 

In o ther words, most things needed 
for a computer task should be wi thin 
range of the eyes . I found that bifocals 
required a sharp backward bending of the 
head to view the screen through the lower 
parts of the glasses (" reading zone "). 
Furthermore, I had to hunch around, or 
over , the keyboard t o read a nearby book . 

A visit to an opt i cian (who turned 
out to be a computer buff) made possible 
a new pair of "COMPUTER GLASSES. " They 
are made to provide a visual range from 
12 to about 30 in. Now the screen, key
board, and a ll adjacent data are within 
the sweep of my eyes . No more headaches, 
backaches , nausea , and pains in the nape 
of the neck. (Glasses are ineffective for 
lower pains. ) 

5 

If lon g hours at a compute r terminal 
causes fa ti gue, it may well be t hat you 
ha ve an eye problem, e ven though y our 
eyes measure 20 /20 . Study the way you 
si t at a computer; try to determine if 
you have to move your head t oo of t e n, 
etc. etc. If you do a lot of wor d 
processing, use a monochrome display 
such as t he long-persistence IBM green 
displ ay . Eye stra in i s minimized because 
its dot-pattern is so close t hat chara
cter s do n ot app ea r barred, and its 
lo n g - per s i s te n c e s c re en p rovide s a 
steady , flicker-free display. Moreover, 
the human eye is maximally sensitive at 
yellow- green. 

* * * * * * * * 

THE FUTURE 
O F C O MPU TI N G 

John Gantz in his August 4th Tech 
Street column in In foWorld , lis ted the 
predictions o f an I nter na tional Data 
Corp . report on person al c o mputer 
markets. 

1. This year will be th ree times 
better than 1985 . 

2. Th e deva sta tion o f the home 
market will cease . The MS-DOS machines , 
no t Amigas or 520 STs will pull up the 
1986-1987 numbers . 

3. The education market is s till 
hot. 

4. Scientifi c demand f or personal 
co mputers could g row exponentially . 
Computer-aided design (CAD) software wars 
tha t are j ust beginning ought to do a lot 
to push demand . 

In summary, the p ersonal computer 
indust r y is a mature business . The 
industry' s boom/ bust nature has evolved 
into a business - cycle e conomy. 

* * * * * * * * 



D I S K L A B E L S A N D 
WR I TE - PROTECTS 

by R. F . Muraca 

For mo re t h an thr ee years I have 
used s ta t ione ry store l abels (De n n i
son s '), a nd have fou n d t hey adhere as 
well as those supplied with new disks . 
For a time , I f e l t that onl y specia lly 
formu l at e d adhe s i v es would adhere t o 
p lastic d i s k j ackets . 

To get good a dhes ion , surfa ces of 
the d isk j acket AND t he adhesive on t he 
labe l must b e clean. Va nis h ingly thin 
layers o f finger oi l s usually are on 
jacket surface s ; t he l ayers are espe
ci ally h eavy at th e edge s of an o ld 
label. Usually, I use the sti cky side 
of a n old label as a blotter to clean 
these areas before putting down a new 
one . Avoid touching the sticky side of a 
new label. When remov ing the backing 
from a new l a bel , u se a knife blade to 
raise an edge, and then grasp the label 
bet ween the cor ners, or use tweezers . 

se l f- a dhe r ing write - pro tect covers 
a re p a r ticula r l y apt t o become loose at 
the higher ambient temperatures in disk 
drives . Often , a dislodged cover s tays 
in the drive when the disk is removed. 
Be c aus e a cover is made of heavier opaque 
material , or of a laminate of a l uminum 
foi l that eff ectively blocks the infra 
red ligh t beam used t o signal a write
permi t, the tendency for the materia l to 
restore itse lf to its o ri gi n a l fla t 
condition imposes constant tensi on on t he 
a dhesive ; the adhe sive eventua l l y will 
yield. 

I have found that drafting tape (not 
ma sk i ng t ape ) p rovi d es a n e f fectiv e 
in f ra red shie l d for t h e write-protect 
n o tch of fle xible disks , a nd it shows no 
tendency to re lease . In fac t, drafting 
tape write-protect covers have stayed in 
place for s even years , and sti l l may be 
removed withou t leaving residues . Use 
d r a f ting tape cover s the same s ize as 
s upp l ied with disks , tha t i s, l arge 
eno u gh to b e d o ub l ed over the write 
protect notch. 
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Masking tape is too thin and it might 
l et l ight pass; but i ts worst featur e 
is that it t end s t o bleed at the e dges 
and b ecome gooey with finger oils. Some 
mas k i n g tap e s l e ave a r e s i due ; others 
become bri ttle with a ge and f all off . And 
some be come hopelessly s t uck. 

* * * * * * * * 

pc LIMITED ' S CLONES 

John Dvorak in h i s On Co mpute rs 
column in the Sunda y S.F . Examiner 
(Augus t 1 0 ), appla uded PCs Limited AT 
clon e . Th is ma ch i ne runs at a 16mHz 
clo ck speed ( 10 times faste r than an I BM 
PC) , has a megabyte o f ma i n memory , 
single floppy drive , hard disk drive , a nd 
monitor for $4 , 000 . John says , "It's a 
fantastic machine." 

* * * * * * * * 



V 0 I C E COMMAND 

At our June, 1985 meeting , we had the 
president of InterPat h talk to our group 
about his product VoiceCommand, which is 
a voice rec o gnition system . At that 
time, the product ( including so f tware , 
microphone and interface board), listed 
for $4 99 . In a recent issue of I nfoWorld 
the p roduct listed for $ 199 . That seems 
like a more r easonable price. 

VoiceCommand is similar to ProKey in 
that a series of commands and keystrokes 
are stored as a single unit. However, 
the commands are activ ated by talking 
rather than by pressing a function key . 
The not ice in InfoWorld didn' t say if any 
of the parameters have been changed 
(e.g . , each application program can have 
up to 500 command words). 

Addition a l info r ma t ion 
obtained by phoning InterPath 
998-3832 . 

ca.n be 
at ( 408) 

pc C 0 N V E R T I B L E: 
A N I BM GUINEA P I G ? 

According to Dataquest, an industry 
research firm, IBM's PC Converti b l e may 
be little more than a marketing ,.guinea 
pig" to help IBM prepare f or a fal l 
onsla u ght of product introductions. 
Their feeling is that IBM wanted to give 
software de velopers the message that it 
was moving to a 3 - 1/ 2-inch disk dr ive 
format. 

Additio nal ly , I BM is using the 
manufacturing of the Convertible to debu g 
its surface-mount assembly l i ne prior to 
ma nu f actur i ng a much higher volu me 
system. 

Data quest predicts that this new line 
of personal compu ters will be announced 
i n Sept ember and wil l be priced in the 
$600- 1400 range. 

For additiona l inf orma tion 
InfoWorld, August 11, 1986 p. 10. 

see 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

-~-
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New p rograms a dded to t he Library during Aug us t '86 

** LISTING OF THE ~IN LIBRAalT CAT~os. printed 01-08-1980 at 00:42:26 

FILENAME 

PCTICJ<LE 
STKTRADR 
PC-DIAL 
?:-f IL£3 
A-C 
C.YARLEY 
COOKBOOK 
FAS!CREF 
W.OT4DAY 
MISC-DOS 
SUPR-005 
AL~1 

A-£ 
INFO--t11 
GRAPHICS~ 

OPSYS-i05 
BUSNS-iOB 
l.ORDPROCtoC 
DATA-MSRll7 
Clll"'1NTW1<#08 
WilRDPROCllOD 
PRINTER-i06 
DATA-f!ISRll6 
LANS-tOF 
BUSNS-IOC 
?:-STYLE 
PC-TYPE 

DESCRIPTION . 

-
Subdirectory ORGANIZES A 50-!EDULE AND R£JIHNDER FILE 
Subdirectory KEEPS EXID'SIVE DATA FILE ~ STOO<S <Ver. 2. 00) 
Subdirectory CQ)l.iUHCATIONS PROGRAM • 
Subdi~ory FILING SYSTE)I MENU DRIVEN VER. 4.0 
Subdirectory A SPREAD SHEET PROSRAM 
Subdirectory ASCII or 1£X CHARACTER SET EDITOR 
Subdirectory DEMO of FOOD RECIPES <Color or Monol 
Sut:rlir~dory V~r 1. M;BASIC CR!ISS l!EF UTIL. FOR PROO!W!N'G & DEBUG 
Subdirectory: DISPUlYS PERSCJNl'.l.IZED l'IEsss:lGES 
SubdirK'tory DOS ClJ)!llf.ANDS 

Subdirectory ENHIN:ED DOS COMMANDS 
Subdirectory PRINTS BA~ERS IN VARi SIZE OR SOTHIC TYPE 
Subdirectory All SCREEN ASCII TEXT EDITOR 
Volume naie; - SOURCE :- VANIUA SO~RE OAKLAND CA 
Volu.e name; - SOURCE :- AUTOMATIC MICRO SYSTEMS MINNEAPOLIS MN. 
VolUlle na111e; - SOURCE :-JO:flTHAN STIEBEL PALO ALTO CA 
Vol1111e nase; - SOURCE :- BUTIOOWARE BELLEVlE WA. 
Vol l!llE' l"k1Ei - SOURCE :- BUTTONWARE 88..LvtE WA 
Vol112e name; - SOURCE :- BUTIONWARE BEl..LVUE WA 
Voluae name; - SOURCE :- BUTTONWARE BELLVUE h'A. 
VolUllll! name; - SOURCE :- BUTIONWARE BELLVUE WA. 
Vol\llle nalle j - SOURCE :- ALAN C. EUIOTI CEDAR HILLS TX 
VolWllE! naae; - SOURCE :-Alan C. Elliot Cedar Hills TX 
Volume nalllej - SOURCE :- EXCELSIOR SOFTIIARE NEW MILFORD N. J. 
Volume nace; - SOURCE :-DSF ASSOCIATES PORTlAND OR. 
Subdi~ory IE.PS YOU WRITE LETIERS BY ANALYZING & RATING THEM 
Subdirectory EV~UATION COPY OF BUTI!l41ARE WORD PROC. PROGRAM 

These f iles a lso placed on the bulletin board 

8 

DISI< SIZE 

HAS DOC BUSNS- IOB 
BUSNS-toe 

l4IS DOC ~t08 
~ DOC DAT~Rl17 
HAS DOC DATA-MGR#16 

SRAPHICSiOA 
-· INF0-111 

f4lS DOC LA"IG--IOF 
HAS DOC IUSC-i01 

OPSYS-I05 
OPSYS-!l-05 

lilS DOC PRINTER-t06 
HAS DOC DATA-M6Rl16 

INFD--411 
SRAPHICSIOA 
OPSYS-i05 
BUSNS-40B 
WORDPROCiOC 
DATA-MSRl17 
ClllOINTlill<i08 
WOROPROCiOD 
PRikTER-406 
DATIHIGR416 
LANS-ilOF 
BUSNS-IOC 

VER 1.0 1.0RDPROCllOC 
WORDPROCllOD 

DATE OlTESORY 

7-30-86 BUSINESS 
1-07-80 BUSINESS 
7-30-86 COMllH4Ti.:RK 
7-30-86 DATA-MNS>IT 
7-30-86 DATA4il.'Gff 
7-30-86 SRAPHICS 
1--06-80 INFOIOO\T' N 
7-30-86 lA~S 
8-1-86 MISC 

7-30-86 OP-SYSID!S 
7-30-86 OP-SYSTEJ!S 
7-30-86 PRINTER 
1-07-80 SCREEN 
8-Hl6 Vll..M 
8-2-86 VOLl»!E 
8-2-86 VCl..U'llE' 

VOLUME 
8-2-86 VCl..M 
8-2-86 IJOllWE 
8-2-86 VIX.Lr£ 
8-2-86 VOLU'i.E 
8-2-86 Vll..l}!E 

8-2-86 VOLUME 
8-2-86 VOLUME 
8-2-86 VOLUJIE 

7-30-86 WORD-PROC 
7-30-86 WORD-PROC 



CLUB OFFICERS: 

President: 
Vice President: 
Financial Manager: 
ASSU Representative 
Speaker ' s Bureau: 

SIGS: 

Framework: 
Novice: 

LIBRARY: 

Public Domain Software 
Soft Copy 

RESOURCE PEOPLE 

Application Packages: 

WordStar 
MicroSof t Word 
Lotus 1-2-3 

Framework 
Financial Software 
Perfect Series 
Q&A 

Languages/Operating Systems: 

Pascal , DOS 2.0 

"C" 

APL 

Hardware: 

Expansion Boards 
Columbia computer 
Hard disks 

Epson printers 

Jim Caldwell 
Rebecca Bridges 
Beverly Altman 
Curt Carlson 
Kathy Car roll 

Jim Caldwell 
Don Baird 

Les Weil 
Jim Caldwel l 
~lph Muraca 
Turley Angle 

Jonathan Steibel 
Jeanie Treichel 
Bruce Codding 
Nicholas de Paul 
Jim Caldwell 
John Van Deman 
Stefan Unger 
Elaine Meyer 

Jeff 
Jonathan Steibel 
Corwin Nichols 
Jonat han Steibel 
Paul 
Stefan Unger 

Curt Carlson 
Stefan Unger 
Jim Caldwell 
Jonathan Steibel 
Jim Caldwell 

692-7181 
326-8605 
329-8252 
941-5680 
325-0824 

692-7181 
365- 6822 

321-5541 
692- 718 1 
365-1659 
369-1 981 

494-0122 
851 - 8828 
367- 8642 
424-6968 
692-7181 
854-1 167 
321-7319 
325-8057 

321-5930 
494-0 122 
494-8640 
494-0122 
968-8283 
321-7319 

941 - 5680 
321-7319 
692-7181 
494-0122 
692-7181 



CLUB I N F 0 R M A T I 0 N 

MAILING ADDRESS : 

MEMBERSHIP: 

BULLETIN BOARD : 

NEWSLETTER: 

ADVERTISIN G 

P . O. Box 3738 
Stanford, CA 94305 

Louise Greer Bolitho 
$25/year fee 

Jay Fox , System Operator 
964-9039 , 24 hours a day 

Rebecca Bridges 326-8605 
P.O . Box 982 

493-0979 

Palo Alto, CA 94302 
Deadline for submissions: 15th of each month 

If you are interested i.n advertisj ng in PRinT screen, send camera ready 
copy to P.O. Box 3738 , Stanford, CA 94305 before the 8th of the month. 
All ads are payable by check in adva nce . Rates per issue are: 

Full Page (8.5 x 11 ) $25. 
Half Page (7. 5 x 4.5) $15. 
Qtr. Page (4.5 x 3.5) $10 . 

Classified ads are free to payi:ng members. 
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