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PRinT screen 

Date: 

Time: 

Place: 

November 1986 

NEXT M E E T I N G 

Wednesday, November 26 

8:00 p. m. 

Polya Hall, 
Turing Auditorium (Rm . 111) 
Stanford University 

AGENDA 

Volume 4 Nwnber 11 

8: 00 PM General Club Business , Elections 

8: 30 PM 

9:00 PM 

Speaker : 

Topic: 

James Proctor 
Zadek, Inc . 

Watson 

Discussion and Random Access 

10:00 PM Conclusion 

Mr. Proctor will discuss developments in the computer- voice industry 
and modems in general , whi l e demonstrating the Watson modem which 
digitally r ecords voice on a computer disk. The Wa tson system can 
r ecor d inc oming messages, play personalized messages to callers , 
auto- dial out from a telephone database, a nd t r ack time and billing 
information, 

PLANNING M E E T I N G: 

All members are welcome to 
att en d th e mon thl y Planni ng 
Meeting, where we make decisions 
on the futur e of the group 
( e. g ., s peakers , top ics ). 
Pleas e cal l Beverly Al t man, 
3 29 -82 52, for the loca t i on of 
t he next meeting, which will be 
held on Wednesday, J anuary 15th 
at 8 p .m. If you can' t r each 
Beverly , call any Club Officer . 

CALENDAR 

Nov. 28 •••• Group Meeting •• ••• ••• 8:00 

Dec. 2 ••••• Novice 919 •••••••• ••• 7:00 

Dec . • ••••• Power Ueer• 919 •••••• 7:30 

Jen. 15 • ••• Plennlng Meeting ••••• 8 : 00 

Jen. 2Q. , •• 9 roup Meetlng •••••••• 8:00 



OCTOBER MEETING 

PART I 

R on F o r d from Advan ced Vis ion 
Resear c h ta l ked about PAGEmaster III, a 
comp l e t e i mage s c a nning and mani pulation 
system his c ompany offer s. The system i s 
comprised of the f o l l owing component s: 

* 

* 

* 

Ima g e Sc a nner which c an i n put 
pho to g r a phs, color drawings and 
tex t at a 300 dots p er inch 
r esolution. 

Mega Buff e r card whi c h can hold 
one page of text (1.3 MB) . 

MegaScan software which a llows 
manipulation of the images once 
they ar e sc ann e d into t he 
computer . Images can be r ota ted, 
reverses , outli ned and scal ed . 

The card , software and scanner retail 
for $2495 . 

Ron said that u sers of t heir system 
a re corporations who produce internal 
publications who are willing to s acrifice 
a little quality for faster p r oduction 
time . 

PART II 

Carolyn Grossman from Xerox present ed 
the new desktop publishing pro g r am, 
Vent u r a P u bl i sher . Technical diffi
culties (about a doz en o f them) prevented 
her from displaying the program on the 
large p roj e ction s c r een , but det e rmined 
members huddled around the PC to see a 
demonstration after the meeting. 

Carolyn ci te d the benefits of in
hou se desk t op publishi ng : reduced turn
around t ime , bet t er contr ol a nd lower 
cost . A sur vey of Ventura ' s customers 
indicated the f o llowing uses for desktop 
publishing : 

Technical manuals 
Newsletters 

33% 
23% 

Catalogs / b rochures 
Magazines/newspapers 
Books 
other (dir ectories, 

18% 
11 % 
8 % 

flyers, price lists) 14% 

Th e Ven tura P ub l ishe r r e ta i ls for 
$895. Carolyn Gross ma n can be contacted 
at Xe rox, In fo rma ti o n Pro cessing & 

El e ct ronic Pu b lishing , 4 75 Oakmead 
Park way , Sunnyvale, CA 9 4 086 . ( 408) 
737- 4 095. 

Application: 
PAGEmaster With the system, several images may be 

scanned in and placed at desired positions. Text may 
then be flowed from word processing packages or typed 
~om the. keyboard in a variety of typestyles. Th.is 
mformat10n may then be stored to the IBM PC/XT or AT 
for future use or may be sent straight to the laser printer. 

This is very effective for showing homes, property, and 
other realestate ventures. 

This page was created with the Advanced 
Vision Researc h Desktop Page Composi cion 
Sy stem, and pri nted out wi t h 
the AVR- LPC laser printer. 



CL 0 B NEWS 

Membersh ip renewals: For t he two 
months preceding the expi ration of your 
membership you will find a renewal 
envelope en c 1 osed in your newslette r . 
Use t his envelope to promptly send in 
your $25 check so that you won ' t miss an 
iss ue of the monthly n ewsl etter . A 
current membership card will then be sent 
to you in the next issue of PrtSc . 

Remember , th e "Goodie Coupon" 
a ttached to your membership card is 
presently good for one free disk : the 
library catalog, Disk of t he Month, or a 
blank disk . Trade in your coupon for a 
disk at a future meeting. 

Xidex Precision disks are available 
for $7/box. The cata log and the Disk o f 
the Month will be offered for $ 1 a disk. 
If y ou wis h to purchase disks at t he 
meetings , you will need to present your 
membership car d , so be sure to bring it 
with you . 

* * * * * * * * * 

LIBRARY DISKS 

For thos e members without modems who 
can ' t seem to get over to Les Weil ' s to 
copy library disks, Turley Angel has come 
to the rescue . Turley has generously 
offered to bring members a library disk 
of their choice to the January meeting. 
All y ou need to do is give Tur ley a call 
( 369-1981) befor e January 21st and 
provide him with the disk number you wish 
him to copy for you. He will bring the 
disk to the January 28th meeting. The 
cost for this service is $1. 

The LIBCAT (LIBrar y CATalog) disk 
contains the d isk numbers for all the 
cataloged programs in the club library . 

NEW C L 0 B T E L E P B 0 N E 

Because th e k eeper of the club 
telephone, Lou is e Greer Bolitho, moved, 
the club te lephone mov ed as well. The 
new club phone number is 322-3850. 

* * * * * * * * * 

G E T P U B L I S B E D: 
WRITE FOR PRT SC 

P lease contact Rebecca Bridges if you 
are i nterested in writing for PRinT 
scr een. 

It does not matter what your level of 
compute r experience is ; each of you has 
some information, knowledge or opinion 
that would be of interest to your fellow 
members. Review your latest software or 
hardwa r e p urchase . Tell us how you use 
the PC in your work and play. Help 
others avoid or solve problems you have 
encountered. 

Please submit the articles: 

o In WordStar or ASCII format. 

o Single- spaced. 

o Double-spaced between paragraphs. 

o Any right margin . 

0 By the 15th of the month. 

* * * * * * * * 

W I N T E R COMDEX 

According to those who attended 
Winter Comdex 198 6 las t week in Las 
Vegas, most of the exhibits displayed 
laser printers, desktop publishing 
programs or 386 computers. One reporter 
counted 107 companies tha t planned on 
selling a 386 computer . IBM is waiting 
u n ti l late n ext y ear to unveil its 
version. 



ELECTION PROCEDURES 

Our next meeting , November 26 , will include the Group's annual election . The 
three officers to be elected , and the candidates at press time are : 

President Vice President Treasurer 

Corwin Ni chols Kathy Carroll 
(Must be Stanford Student) 

Mark Woodward 

Nominations : 1. Obtai n agreement from your candidate that he will run . 
(You may nominate yourself . Don 1 t be modest , no one will know) 

2. Phone me (321-6734) with the candidate 's name before the 
election meeting, if possibl e. 

3. Nominations may also be made at the November 26 meeting , 
although the candi date will have missed this newsletter 
publicity, and the likelihood of absentee votes. 

Getting to know the candidates : 

Voting: 

1. Each candidate was offered the opportunity to s ubmi t a 
statement in this newsletter, of 300 wor ds or less . 

2. Ea.ch candidate will be introduced before the election , and 
have 3 minutes to speak. 

1. Regular ballots will be handed out at the door on election 
night to all paid up members , except those who have voted by 
mail who will be gi ven "run-off11 ballots if they attend. 

2 . The first ballot wi ll be for president, with a run-off if 
necessary to acheive a majority. 

3. The second ballot will be for vice-president , and treasurer . 
Before the vice-president ballot , any eliminated president 
will be invited to accept nomination for vice president . 

4. You are welcome to use the attached absentee ballot if you 
are unable to attend the meeting , but it must arrive at the 
P. O. Box 951 before 5 PM election night . 

5. At newsletter press time there i s just one candidate for each 
office . Should no additional nominations be received , written 
ballots will not be used . 

ABSENTEE BALLOT 

Dave Casto , Election Monitor 

(For those unable to attend the 
election meeting) 

For President : 

For Vi ce President : 

For Treasurer: 

If you vote for someone not a candidate , you will be nominating that 
person, and should follow the procedure at the top of this page . 

Put your name in the uppoer left corner of t he outside envelope , so 
you can be checked off as having voted. If you wish confidentiality , 
place your ballot in a sealed inner envelope. 
Mail to : PO Box 951 

Menlo Park , 94026 



E L E C T I 0 N S 

candidate Biograph ies 

Corwin Nichols: 

* Computer software e ntrepr eneur. 

* Gr oup member 4 years; leader of 
Communica tions SIG. 

* Data Processing Professional 15 
years . 

Ka thy Carroll : 

* Property Manager . 

* 

* 

Group membe r over 3 year s; 
Progr am Speaker cha irper son. 
Financia l and da t abase int e r ests . 

Mark Woodwa rd: 

* Stanford st udent , P olitica l 
Science. 

,.. * * * * * * * 

C A N I D A C Y S TATEMENTS 

CORWIN NICHOLS 

I wo u ld like you to consider me as 
the next president of the club . As 
p r esiden t, I wo u ld provide mo r e 
progressive leadership in t he club and 
increase member invol vement . Instead of 
s eeing t he same f ac e in front of the 
group meeting a fte r meeting, I plan to 
share the task of MCing t he meeting with 
others. I a lso will propose some new 
club activ i t ies which will be managed by 
a cabinet of a ppointees . These 
activ i t ies will support some of my other 
goals. 

Stanford campus outreach . There is a 
decided lack of students in our member
ship . Are meetings that boring? I think 
we can i nt erest a lot o f students in our 
club . This will take a focused effort in 
PR on campus . Macintoshes indeed! 

Lo c a l h igh- tech company support. We 
a r e a non-profit educational organiza
tion. Grants of equipment or money to us 
wou l d not only direc t ly benef i t the 
membe rs o f the clu b and be good PR for 
the company , its a tax write- off . This 
will ta ke some proposal wr iti n g and 
p e rs i stenc e on our part . Anyone o ut 
the re ever write a grant proposal? I 
thought s o. 

Th ese are the i mp ortant t opi c s . 
Ther e are other minor things like meeting 
format changes ( rea d diversit y ), s pecia l 
events , and of course free beer at each 
meeting . Al l o f t his will take support 
by y ou the club members. Are you up for 
it? 

KATHY CARROLL 

Defer r ing to t he availability of one 
of o ur l o nge st-ten ured a nd t alented 
memb ers a s a can dida te for president 
dur ing the coming year , I have decided to 
a mend my candidacy to t he office of vice 
president . 

My goal wil l be to continue providing 
s upport for novic e a nd s uper-power 
members a s we ll as thos e in pro g r ess 
b etwee n the t wo e x treme s, o ffe r ing 
assistance and growth oppor tunities in 
acc o rdance with the needs of our 
broad-b ased membership . We benefit from 
a d iversity of inte rests and backgrounds 
ranging from scholastic to business to 
t echnical , and from an intermediate-sized 
organ ization . I believe we can best 
capitalize upon these resource s t hrough 
gr eat er member in t er a ction a nd 
involvement , and through organ i zational 
restructuring appropriate to our current 
size . 

CORRECTION 

JAY FOX 

In the last newsletter i t was err one
ously reported that I had agreed to be 
nominated for president . That r eport is 
incorrect . I have not agreed to be 
nominated , and I a m not and will not be a 
candida te for any office. 



POWER USERS SIG 

The S tanfor d Power Users mee t and 
exchange i d eas and informa t ion on a 
continuing basis on the bul l etin board 
( SP ACE), and in p e rson on t h e f i r s t 
Thursday of each month. New members a re 
we lcome ; l eave a message f or Jay Fox on 
SP ACE, or attend t he next meeting if you 
would l ike to join. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF LAST MEETING 

Gu est speaker was Steve Wi lli ams, 
Di r ector o f OEM Sale s fo r Softguar d 
Systems . Steve fascina ted us with a 
discussion of the history and f u t u re 
directions of opera t ing systems for the 
PC and t he expected impa c t of t he new 386 
chip. He di scus sed Softguard' s s trategic 
move i nto this a rea a bout a year ago when 
it became clear that software copy p rotec
tion ( Softguard ' s major market) wa s on 
its way out . He also talked about the 
developments that Softguard has b een work
ing on, and major new developments a nd 
product a nnouncements t ha t we can expect 
f r om Softguard and others over the coming 
weeks a nd months . 

Member speaker wa s J im Wampler . J im 
wor ks at Se a gate Magnetics. He brought 
to the meeting an open Oeagate ST405 1 
( 40M B, 39ms) har d drive and desc r ibed 
step- b y-s te p, from ra w al u minum t o 
finished me d ia , ho w the spu ttered 
magne t ic d i s ks which constitute t he hear t 
of the drive are produced. 

NEXT MEETING 

Date: Thurs , Dec 4th , 7: 30pm 

Location: To be announced (we hope to 
ha v e meeting roo m w ith compu t e r 
facilities beginning next meeting) 

Main Topic: UNIX f or the PC ( t enta 
tive). Faci l ities p ermitting, we will 
have an on- line operationa l AT-based UNIX 
system (System V) available for demonstra -

t i on and hands-on expe r imentation. You 
will b e able to see for yourself wha t a 
PC is really capable o f doing , and how 
much of its power has thus far been 
bot tled up a nd une xp l oi t ed by IBM a nd 
DOS . 

Guest Speaker: To be announced . We hope 
to be abl e to get someone from Microport , 
the f olks who produce an amaz ingly low
cost UNIX System V implementati on for t he 
PC . 

Member Speaker: 
De t ails on Glen 
announced . 

Glen Haydon , on FORTH . 
and his t alk to be 

• • • • • • • • • 

SPECIAL 0 FF ER 
2 4 0 0 B A U D M 0 DEM 

Jay Fox 

We 've n egotiated an agreement with 
Prometheus Products, Inc . under which 
members can purchase a Prometheus 2400 
baud external modem -- Model 2400G -- at 
a 50% discount. The discounted price is 
$274. 50 (plus tax ). 

In order to demonstrate and a llow us 
to test the perf ormance of the the 2400G, 
Prometheus provided us with an evaluation 
unit to use on SPACE . That unit has been 
in opera t ion for about 3 weeks , and the 
r esults have been favorable. From a 
p e r formance point o f view , I would 
r ecommend the 2400G without hesitation or 
qualification . If you check the current 
market, I think you will find that the 
price is also attractive . 

If y ou want to take adva nta ge of this 
offer, please advise and get your check 
to either myself or Beverly Altman not 
later than the next meeting (Nov 26th). 
P l ease make your check payabl e t o 
Prometheus Products, Inc . in the amount 
o f $274 . 50 plus tax ( $293 .72 including 
t ax) . The modem wil l be available for 
you to pick up shortly thereafter, or 
will be del i vered to you at the following 
meeting if you don't pick it up earlier. 



N 0 V I C E S I G 

NEXT NOVICE SIG GROUP MEETING - Tue sday 
12/2/8 6 , 3785 Farm Hill Blvd. Re dwood 
City , Call Don Bair d 415 365 -6822 for 
info rmation. Meetings are at 7PM on the 
1st Tuesday of t h e mon t h . People c an 
arriv e early & stay unti l 11PM for ext r a 
bus i ness , like copying ( public domain ). 
Cu rr e nt attendees will be notified in 
case of late ch a nges. 

Con tribution s to re f r eshments 
optional, but if conte mpl a t ed please 
to a vo id dup l icat ions. 

are 
call 

We operat ed f r om a list consist ing of 
wha t e ach arrival would like to discuss. 
A FI FO ( fi r st in , firs t ogled) s equence 
was co mb ined wi t h a f l exible agen da , 
giv ing wha t seemed like " r a ndom a c c ess" 
circling around specifics. The list will 
be combined with futu re such l i sts so 
that each person can expect a shar e of 
a ttention to each ' s type of c ompu ter 
involvement ( even retroact ive) . 

The salient t opics ( now tagged f or 
probable r enewed d iscu ssion ) were: Word 
processor s ( g enera l ) ; PCWRITE ; 
PROFESSION AL ED I TO R ; PROCOMM; FIDO; 
SIDEVIEW; Databases ( general); DBASEIII 
( with SUPERCALC) ; Utilities (genera l, and 
wh at a r ray might a beginner need) ; 
For matting (ha rd di sks); Memory limits : 
Protection from a ccidental formatting of 
hard disks; Accounting packages (small 
bu s iness) ; PEACHTREE; PC World ' s book 
fu ll of ba tch files and macros ; 
BACKSCRL; Setting t he parameters for 
modems . 

We plan a " shoot - out" ne xt t i me 
between the P ROFESSIONAL EDITOR {Baird) 
and PCWRITE {Allen Smal l ) . This will 
help answer : "Is there a word processor 
(preferably public domain) t hat has broad 
power but easy & fast t o use" . Bai rd 
wi ll do a p r elimi nary presentation on 
Procomm. When there are enough primed 

for a truly in-depth d i scus sion, we will 
try to get a specia list to t alk to us . 

Still hope that someone can l oan a 
k e y board so that a s wi t ch-box can be 
constr u cted which will allow a remote 
keyboard to be shared by persons sea ted 
around the t ab l e. Another mon itor a l s o 
would h e lp ( black/white is ok , and with 
compos ite input •RCA t ype conn ectorl). 
Such ite ms will be kept wi t h present or 
fu t ur e NOV-S IG l e aders, and wil l be 
retur ned upon r equest . 

* * * * * * * * 

THE COMPUTER SB 0 W 

Th e Computer Sho w is a we ekly 
television show that inc ludes compu ter 
news , p r odu c t d emo nstrati o ns , a naly sis , 
f ie l d r eport s , tip s and techn i q u es , 
c o mpu ter prod u ct gi veaway s, a nd an 
inte r active viewer phone-in segment . The 
one-hour live show is air ed at 7 pm each 
Tuesday evening on channel 26. 

The f eatu red topic of the December 
2n d show is "Page Make r PC ." Paul 
Brainerd, p resident of Aldus Corporat ion 
is the guest speaker . 

LOUISE GREER BOLITHO 
COtlSUL TANT 

IS MOVING 10: 

140U Oak Creek Drive, #203 
Palo Al to, CA 94304 

(1115)322-2 125 

I will continue to provide the fo ll owing services: 

o Introductory Computer Courses 
One-on -one or smal l groups 

o Lotus 1-2-3 lemplate Uevelopment 

o Accountinq for Indi viduals and 
Sma l l Bus inesses 

o Personal Money Management 

o Tax Preoaratlon. 



THE PC AS A 
NOTEBOOK 

COMPUTER PERIPHERAL 

by Marty Molloy 

There are f e w f unctions you can't 
accomplish with your PC and the right 
software, except to t ake that PC wherever 
you go. By this I don 't mean luggi ng a 
"por table" that pull s out your a rm and 
requires a wall out l e t . Rather, I mean a 
f o ur p o und, battery-powe red, noteb ook
si z ed c omp uter , with f ull-si z ed keyboard, 
that you can carry anywhere in a n attache 
case. 

Two ine xp ensive mi crocomput e rs fi t 
this d e scr i ption, both designed by Kyoto 
Ceramics (Ky ocera ) o f J a pan: NEC' s PC 
82 0 1A $399 , and Tandy' s Model 100 $299 
with its recent update , Model 102 $399 
( s al e p r i ce s ). Wi th a d irect connect 
c a ble (nul l modem), a communications port 
( RS - 23 2) a nd software f or your PC (NEC ' s 
and Tandy' s are built-in), y ou can up l oad 
your work fo r editin g, s avin g and 
print ing by the desktop system . 

If you limit y our work to te xt, 
notebook mi cro s a re unsurpassed for 
writing a letter in your fav or ite chair, 
ta k ing note s during a mee t ing, t hinking 
under a tree , doing fie l d work , working 
in a n ai rpl ane /c ar /m otel roo m, or 
carr y in g homework to-and-from the 
off ice . The large characters on the 
40-column by 8- line screen are easy t o 
read ; you dial screen contrast a nd 
adjust the not ebook 's position for best 
lighting . Legibility and l ighting 
probl ems really begin when you squeeze 
screen characters down to BO - columns , and 
try to bala nce a ten- plus pound micro on 
your lap. 

The major a pplica t ion for notebook 
micros is word p rocessing . When the 
Model 100 a ppea r ed in 1983 , it was a n 
immediat e hit with journalists a nd 
r emains so . Built-in software (ROM) 
provides instant text edit i ng, appoint
ment calendar , addres s f i le , phone 
b o ok I a uto - di a 1 e r , a nd t e l e c o mm u n i c a -
tions. Reporters wrote stories on the 
spot, plu gged a phone jack into its 

built- in communications port , and inunedi 
a te ly transmitte d their text to t he 
e d itor. Te lecommunica tions also allows 
i mmediate access t o infor mat ion in news 
of f i c e comp uters a nd commerc ia l da ta 
bases . With s ma 11 , b a tte ry-powe r ed 
pr i nters (e.g., Riteman $399 and Diconi x 
$479 ) , a copy is available anywhere . 

With built-in Microso ft BASI C, data
bases and p ro j ect manage ment programs can 
be loaded and run fr om cassette tap e . 
But power fu l software hogs RAM memory, 
l eavin g l ittle s pace for your f i les; y ou 
may hav e to unload the ma i n p rogram in 
order to format and print out a report. 
Additi onal RAM c hips incre ase NEC' s 
internal memory to t wo 32K banks ( 64K), 
a nd Tandy's to seven banks ( 22 4K); 
remova ble 3 2K a nd 128K cartridges p lug 
into NEC 's e xpansi on slot. 

The notebook's utility has inc r eased 
with ROM-based soft ware for word process
ing ( e .g., WriteROM), outline p rocessing 
(e . g . , IDEA I), relational dat a base (e. g., 
T-base) , and spreadsheet (e. g ., Lucid) 
prog rams . Th e Ul timate ROM II ch i p 
( $229) f r om Tra veling Software for the 
NEC and Model 100 cont ains five programs : 
IDEA I, an outline processor; T-base , a 
r elationa l da ta b ase mana ger ; T- Word , a 
full word p roces sor a nd print formatter ; 

(continued on next page) 

" Whal disturbs me mosl is 1ne growing 1mpersona 111y 
ol daily hie " 



LAPTO P S 
( cont i nued ) 

ROM-Vi ew 80, f o r BO-column text editing; 
a nd , P ortab l e Disk Drive Sup p ort , to 
cont ro l the Tandy a nd Purp l e Computi ng 
portabl e d isk drives . 

Un t i l recently , loading and unloading 
programs a nd f i l es from a not e book micro 
me ant wrest l i n g w i th a cassette 
r e c order. No w you have t he conven ience 
of two p ound, b attery - p owe red port abl e 
disk dr i ves ( Ta ndy $ 199, Chipmunk $399 ) 
to u p l oad a nd down load f i l es f r om 3 
1 / 2- inch disks . Model 100 has a built- i n 
300 b aud modem; a 300 b aud i n t e r na l modem 
that fits into the NEC and a cigarette
s i z ed 12 O 0 /3 00 b a ud plug-in mo dem a r e 
a vai lable from Tou chBase Design ($ 129 a nd 
$299 ). 

Bo th mi c ro- c omputers have b u ilt- in 
te l e commun i cations programs a nd RS - 232 

"The lleauty of lh1s system Is that there are a few 
small errors programmeo into It. wn1ch helps 10 avoid 
total depersonalization." 

ports to ease transmissi o n o f fi l es to 
your desktop , turn ing your PC i n t o a 
per i phera 1 f o r s tor a ge a nd editing of 
fi l es . Softwa re p ro grams (e . g., Tele
c ommu te r $ 1 9 9) l et y o u c ontrol y our 
d esktop from afar, runnin g DOS a nd 
a p p li ca t ions programs from the notebook ' s 
r emote keyboa rd. 

Business use s focus o n mobi l e wo rk 
i nc l uding sa les , i n s urance, field engin
e erin g, audit , c o n structi o n management , 
p o lice r eports , a nd mud l ogg i n g during 
we ll d r illing. (Over t ime , app lications 
mo v e up to h e av ier , I BM-comp a tib l e 
"laptops", as users demand more p ower .) 

With my NEC a nd IDEA ! , I r ecorded an 
import a nt bu s ine s s meeting at P alm 
Springs . Before the session s tarted, I 
en t e red a g e nda he adings i nto a n I DEA ! 
f ile, a nd typed the inv itat i on lett er 's 
tex t as " note screens " for r efe rence. As 
l ong a s the business mee ting f ol lowed its 
a g enda headings, add i n g s ubhe adings a nd 
note s was easy . When the meeting left 
t he agen da , I simply filled note screens , 
e xpecting to insert subheadings a nd s ort 
t hings out l ater on my word proc essor. 

At home , I p ort e d the IDEAi file to 
my IBM XT over a " null mode m" c able . 
Wi th F r amewo.rk II' s t elecommunica tions 
program r unning on my IBM XT in a nswer 
mo de , I s e t the e xact same pa r a meters as 
thos e on the NEC ( 1200 baud, no p arity , 8 
bi ts , 1 stop bit , no XON/XOFF protocol, 
no contro l ) . Then I placed the main menu 
c ursor over the IDEA ! filename , p ressed 
f -2 " Save" , typed "COM : " in r esponse to 
the p rompt "Sav e (filename) as'' , hit the 
l.iENTERl.:i key twice , watched the t ext flash 
ac ros s my I BM s creen , captur ed it to 
disk , edit ed , and pri n ted it. 

Rec o mm endation : If y o u r tastes 
inclu de writi n g and mobi lity, try a NEC 
or Model 100 . If outline processing fits 
your style of working, particularly when 
you ' re traveling, then seriously consider 
IDEA!. You 'll b e surprised at the low 
cost, powerful combination that they will 
make with your desktop PC . 



REVIEW 

WINNING I NVESTOR 

by Ed Sheffield 

In O c tobe r I re vi ewed Winning 
Investor from Desk Top Broker , Inc. and 
was pleasantly surprised by i ts ease of 
use. The Wi nning Investor System is an 
online stock market advi sory system. I t 
is composed of a propri etary stock 
ra n k ing me tho d using three basic 
a p p roaches t o ranking stocks from t h e 
most fav o r a ble to t he least favorable . 
The t hree basi c approache s are t rading 
{up to two months), g rowt h {up to s i x 
months ) and strategic {up to one year). 

The Winning Investo r tracks the same 
stocks that Value Line does . This stock 
universe of about 1600 stocks a ccounts 
f or about 95% o f the tota l tra d ing in 
stocks. The software lets you access 
their data base by modem and gives you on 
line r ankings of stock s or o ther 
inf ormation , u p dat ed daily, about stoc ks 
that y ou might want . For instance y ou 
coul d r equest the b es t 10 s tocks 
(accor d ing t o t hei r cri t eria ) using a 
growth approach a nd t h e n select u p to 
seven of t hos e stocks fo r an in depth 
analys is. The screens are menu dr i ven 
and the sof t ware is very easy to use, 
they even customize it for your hardware. 

The Winning Investor System has been 
studied by Barra, an in t ernationa l 
investment consul ting firm , for the 
p urpose of a n alyz ing the systems abi l ity 
to d is c rimi nate b e tween good a n d poor 
stock candidates . Their conc l u sion: 
"During both t he estimati on p e r iod a nd 
January 1, 1984 through Januar y 30 , 1985 
post- estimation p er iod, Winning I nvestor 
showed stati s tically si gnificant ability 
to dis cr i mi na te b etween h igh performing 
and low performing securities . " 

The cost to get started with the 
system is a one time f ee of $200 p l us 
$ 2 . 5 0 p er repo r t ordered. Fur the r 
information can be obtained from Nujeemah 
at DeskTop Broker 800-332-3030. 

ELECTRONIC CLASSROOMS 

(Summarized from an article by Jay Fry in 
The Stanford Dai l y, October 23 , 1986) 

Bit 
dai ly 

by bit, 
p a rt o f 

computers are becoming a 
St an ford dorm li f e . 

Fourteen camp us dorms have computer 
clusters in p l ace a nd more are e xpected 
in t he future. Five dorms feature IBM PC 
c lusters , while t h r ee have Macintosh a nd 
six h ave DEC Rainbow 100s. Each c l uste r 
ha s between five and twelve computers 
a va ilable for c omp uter use 24 hours a 
day. 

The I BM clusters wi ll have a local 
area network with t he PCs connected to an 
AT with a hard d isk and laser printer. 
PC Wri te and Lotus 1-2-3 are the provided 
soft ware packages . 

Eventually, the c l usters wil l be 
connected to SUNet, t he Stanford comput
ing n etwork. With this connection, 
students will be able to a ccess the LOTS 
system ( used in computer prograuuning 
classes) and Socra tes , the e lectronic 
card catalog f or Stan f ord's l i braries . 

Student-taught c ompute r classes are 
a lso given in t he new computer centers. 
The quar t er-long course provides students 
with a working knowledge of computers in 
genera l in addition to th e specific 
har dware a nd software located in the dorm 
clusters . 

The computer c lusters wi l l also be 
useful f or non-Computer Science classes. 
For examp le , s t u dents c an use spelling 
and grammar checking sof twa re to help 
them in their freshman English classes . 

The Residentia l Electronic Classroom 
project is funded with part of a $ 10 
mi 11 ion g rant f rom IBM . Residential 
Education's portion of t he grant comes to 
nearly $1 million . 

Additional 
to be on-line 
quarter. 

IBM clusters are scheduled 
in the middle of winter 
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Public Domain Software 
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CLUB INFORMATION 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

MEMBERSHIP : 

BULLETIN BOARD: 

NEWSLETTER: 

P.O . Box 3738 
Stanford, CA 94305 

Louise Greer Bolitho 
$25/year fee 

Jay Fox, System Operator 
964-90 39 , 24 hours a day 
Protocol: 300/1200, N,8,1 

Rebecca Bridges 326-8605 
P.O. Box 992 

493- 0979 

Palo Alto, CA 94302 
Deadl i ne for submissions : 15th of each mont h 

A D V E R T I S I N G 

If you are inte r ested in advertising in PRinT screen, s end c amera r eady 
copy to P.O. Box 3738 , Stanford, CA 94 305 before the 8th of t he month. 
All ads a re payable by check in advance . Rates per issue are: 

Full Page (8 . 5 X 11) $25 . 
Half Page ( 7. 5 X 4. 5) $ 15 . 
Qtr . Page ( 4.5 X 3. 5) $1 0 . 

Classified ads are free to paying members. 
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