





DOS+DOS+DOS+DOS+DOS=DOS 5.0

1

Well, it seems that Microsoft has not been napping while
IBM and Apple are looking over each other's shoulders.
On June 11th they rolled out their latest version of the
operating system that everyone loves to hate, good ol
DOS. With this newest version, DOS 5.0, MS is finally
moving towards an acknowledgement that there is a lot
that could be made better within DOS. My hat is off to
the folks in Bellevue for making real changes and im-
provements.

MS obviously felt the much deserved heat they received
over DOS 4.0. It was very refreshing during the presen-
tation of 5.0 to hear Bill Gates (MS CEO) repeatedly refer
to their failures with 4.0. He did it humorously and fairly
candidly, a welcome change from the usual denials that
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very sngmﬂcant and tlmely changes Probably the best of
all the improvements is the improved handling of memory.
DOS will now try to load itself into high memory and some
device drivers and TSR's into upper memory. On my 286
w/4MB of memory, | went from 525K to 601K after installing
5.0. This is great!

Please note, however, that the upgrade is a signifinnnt
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QGBUYYUIRS Hau U answsts 1wl 1, anua MS tech support
is difficult to get through to. So keep your eyes open if
you upgrade.

NOTE: Egghead are offering MS-DOS 5.0 or IBM-DOS
5.0 for $39.95 as long as you fill in a questionaire. Take
along a pen, and join the queue to save $20.
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THE. BBS IN
PRINT

W:lol:N:ToJwy|'/Bll Bob is the BBS Sysop

It is our “Grand Design” to resurrect our BBS
into a richly organic, warm, helpful, human,
friendly addition to our club member’s sources
of computer information. It seems to me that
along with applications that make our comput-
ing more effective, and information about the
latest “wrinkles” in the computing world; we
should offer information about the more pleas-
ant aspects of life such as good food, good rec-
reational activities. I feel that we need to begin
to “humanize” or computer culture, This is
my goal in our new BBS. To determine what
you, our membership want and need, will also
be my goal with the “new” BBS. But this requires
feedback. This brief statement of goals is my
opening salvo to you, our members, as to what
I see as a need. Do you like it? Do you hate
it? What?

Along with a concept, our BBS needs new
equipment. As to the equipment we are “working
several avenues”, plowing furrows, etc. But we
also need software. Currently we are using a
single line BBS software. It is called Wildcat
and is published by Mustang Software. While
it has macho appellations, the program in its
present form has a lot to offer compared to
other formats. In its new incarnation it promises
to be a program that will allow our membership
to interface with each other through the BBS. -
Also, it will allow us to have up to four lines
without having to get into troublesome and
expensive networking equipment. The big
question for me in software is DOS. I would
like to eliminate the partitions in a hard drive
and to move into one large drive. The new
DOS 5.0 may or may not do this. And as
I understand the installation of DOS 5.0, it is
installed as an upgrade of your present existing
DOS. My question is must we install DOS
4.01, or some partitioning utility for larger
partitions and upgrade to Version 5.0? This
months meeting, a presentation of the new DOS,
version 5.0, by Microsoft, should resolve this
question.

(415) 321-4497

THE NEW BULLETIN BOARD NUMBER
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MAKE IT
EASY ON
YOURSELF

Bruce Rogers

Reprinted from the April

1991 issue of BLUE CHIPS
2 Magazine of the Utah

~.aputer Society

BOOT.SYS makes it possible to display one
or more menus at boot-up time and to have
different parts of CONFIG,SYS and/or
AUTOEXEC.BAT executed depending on which
menu options are chosen. Many people need
different versions of CONFIG.SYS depending
on what application they are going to run. In
the past you had to either rename or edit your
start-up files and reboot to get a different setup.
Now this process has become much easier and
safer by using BOOT.SYS. BOOT>SYS was
written for IBM-compatible Personal Comput-
ers running under MS-DOS or PC-DOS 2.11,
3.xx, and 4.0x. The following features make
BOOT.SYS a must-have for every sophisticated
PC installation:

e easy installation, detailed examples for
every level of sophistication,

e up to nine options per menu (one line
per option) and a freely definable prompt
area at the top of the screen,

e up to 25 consecutive menus, each
defining a different aspect of your system
configuration,

e up to 25 levels of nested menus (sub-
menus), simplifying a systematic ap-
proach to systems configuration,

e only one version of CONFIG.SYS and
AUTOEXEC>BAT; no copying/renaming
or files and no rebooting,

e select menu options by pressing the cor-
responding digit key or by moving an
arrow,

@ user-definable timeout and default option
for each menu,

e switch to an external monitor on boot-
up for some laptop computers,

e edit individual CONFIG.SYS lines on the
fly while booting up,

e insert comments into CONFIG.SYS
without generating error messages,

@ uses less than 200 bytes of resident DOS
memory,

e do awarm or a cold boot from the DOS
command line or from a batch file; change
Alt-Ctrl-Del to do a cold boot or disable
it altogether,
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TELL US A STORY

Why did you buy your com-
puter? What’s your favorite pro-
gram? And why? When was
the last time you felt like
throwing the damn thing
through the nearest window?
Why? Everybody’s got a story
to tell. So, tell us yours and
we'll print it here. How about
your computer wish list? What
about that free software you
won? Did it do what it claimed
it could? We need fresh input
from some fresh voices. It
doesn’'t have to be fancy or
long, just real. Tell us your
story.

.
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Zm-vavis nas a aiscournrt omner or several
of their computer magazines for SPAUG
members. Call 1-800-777-2547, tell them
you want the user group rate and they’ll
set you up. The following are available:

P.C. Magazine $24.97/yr
P.C. Computing $14.97/yr
Computer Shopper $14.99/yr
P.C. Sources $12.97/yr

Mac User (?) $13.50/yr
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WORDSTAR
6.0

by Steve Bass

Pasadena IBMUG

In 1982, as a complete and utter computer neophyte,
I sat in front of a computer, listening to a salesman.
“The best, I mean the very best system is this Zippy,
256K RAM computer. It works under CP/M and
includes Zipword, a built in word processor,” he
pitched, watching my brow begin furrowing. “Play
with it a while and you’'ll see what I mean,” he
offered, leaving me alone.

“Pssst.” I heard a strange sound from the com-
puter. “:Hey, psssst, over here.” Another customer,
having heard the conversation, had some golden
words.

“The company will fold next month. IBM is coming
out with a personal computer, And WordStar is the
absolute best word processor around,” he said. The
man turned out to be JPL’s (Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory) software buyer. Through the years, WS was
perfect. Even though it had problems, it did everything
I wanted. In about 1985, the wordclones came out
in force. Here’s what I wrote about WordStar in
1986: “I’ve threatened to change programs many
times. You’ve heard me talk about WordPerfect and
Microsoft Word. I’ve tried them all and I'm tempted
to change. We all know Worc}star is a klunker, a
ship full of minor leaks, being bombarded from
all sides by shiny, slicker, easier programs.” I flirted
with the others but kept coming back to WS.

It was painful as we watched Micropro, the Wordstar
company, take us for granted. They had the biggest
base of users in the world and they didn’t have
to do anything more to make their program better.
We all waited more than a year for them to decide
to support us again. I sometimes felt like an aban-
doned child watching these other word processors
peeking around the corner.

Well there’s WordStar 6.0 and the latest version
thereof. Is it fabulous? Yep. Better than the last
version? Abso :ly. Slicker than the previous one?
No doubt. Easier than the others? No doubt. Still
cluttered with absurd control commands? Yes, and
there are dozens more to learn and memorize and
complain about. Hooray.

Does it finally work well with laser printers? Indeed.
Windows? Of course. Footnotes? No sweat. Pull
down menus and help? Like a charm. Style sheets?
Unquestionably. Does it import graphics, spread-
sheet and database files. Indubitably.

The location

1670 Oak Ay  1e, Menlo Park

Help us to make decisions about the club.
All members are welcome. You don't have
to be a club officer to get your views heard.

One feature I'm delighted with is the Advanced
Page Preview, possibly the best view of text and
graphics on the market. If you use a laser printer,
all the fonts are seen in preview. Automatic line
height adjustment lets me put different font sizes
on a page while WordStar adjusts the lines. Touch
typists will be able to access every editing feature
without having to lift their hands from the home
row.

Style sheets are a great help. You can speed up
document formatting by providing complete con-
trol of almost all formatting requirements, includ-
ing fonts, margins, tabs, justification and attributes,
Sample style sheets are included. It would’ve been
neat, however, to link the style sheet to a macro,
chosen from within the style menu. This way I'd
only need to hit the key. I think the style sheets,
as handy as they are, have a way to go. They almost
feel like an add-on, something to keep up with the
WS-clone but not innovative. We need a header
and footer style sheet or, better yet, a style sheet
for a page.

You can now almost do columns in WS. It’s pretty
easy to call up the dialogue box, designate number
of columns and gutter width. The problem is that
it doesn’t show up on screen looking like columns
—instead, you have to call up page preview. I'd
rather see the columns line up in and out of page
preview.

Not everything is great. Micropro uses a separate
program for file management. Moving, deleting and
copying files is still difficult. Help screens are
certainly better than previous versions but not nearly
as good as it could be. I need to be able to ask
for a file, when reading into another file, by using
wild cards., When I delete a file, I need to be able
to get rid of more than one by tagging filenames
right in their file menu, I'd like the outliner to be
part of WS and not a separate program, Their macro
language is embarrassingly inadequate and needs
a major reworking, Somehow, they screwed up
hanging indents (*OG) by making them so tem-
porary that they’re not worth using.

My biggest complaint is the printer installation
of third party soft laser fonts, It's awful, I invested
four frustrating hours trying and still didn’t get it
right. It’s probably the most convoluted, bewilder-
ing installation I've ever seen,

Now listen - contrary to my complaints, it’s still
a grand program. I’ve resolved to use it and faithfully
ask for updates. I refuse to continue apologizing
for not using the others. And I'll continue to
recommend it to novices. Why should I be the only
one having to suffer.

Wordstar remains a major contender in the word
processing battle. It’s one that I highly recommend
for everyone.
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