











of any dimension with a click on the
toolbar. Once you've entered text, drag
and drop any row or column. You can
also shade cells (or any paragraph, for
at matter). And table dialog boxes
\wten’t scattered among three menus -
they're all under the Table menu.

A click onthe toolbar canalso: indent
or outdent a paragraph, divide your text
into columns, number selected para-
graphs, bullet selected paragraphs, cut,
copy, or paste text, undo, save or print a
file, or create an envelope. Attaching an
envelope to a letter is now possible since
you can mix different margins and page
orientations in the same document.

Winword 2.0 now provides grammar
checking. (Sorry, you'll have to check
your grampa yourself.) Notonly can you
check in English, but you can purchase
foreign language spelling and grammar
checkers.

You'll also be pleased with the
program’s improved speed.

THE FLIP SIDE

Okay, I admit, there are a few things I
wasn't crazy about. After all, Microsoft
isn’t finished with Word yet - there will
someday be a Word 3.0. Here are a
- eouple of things I'd like to see changed
ggr'hen that day comes:

The standardized Windows shortcuts
for Undo, Cut, Copy, and Paste aren’t
listed on the menus or in Help; instead,
there are some other new Ctrl shortcuts.
But Shift/Del, Cirl/Ins, Shift/Ins, and
Alt/backspace still work in the usual
Windows way.

In some cases, it takes more clicks to
do things I do often. For example, there
are toomany levels of dialog boxes: File
Find File - then Search - then Edit Path;
also Format Style - then Define - then
Character or Paragraph. I would also
prefer fewer drop-down list boxes. I
prefer to go into a dialog box and be able
to immediately choose an option, in-
stead of having to drop down a list first
and then choosing. (More back doors
between related dialog boxes would have
been great.)

In other cases, dialog boxes hang
around longer than I like. Edit Find and
Edit Replace are two prime examples.
They no longer disappear after you've
1one a find or replace. But these were

ser suggestions, so it’s really just a
matterof personal taste. But considering
the total package, it's now my primary
word processor!

WHERE IT'S SELLING NOW THAT
YOU'RE SOLD

By the time you receive this, most of
the stores should be selling the program.
MSRP is $495; upgrade price from
Microsoft is $129. I will be on the
lookout for any further discounts, so call
me tokeep in touch. Minimum hardware
requirementis a 286 with2 MB of RAM,
running Windows 3.0. The minimum
disk space needed is 5 MB; maximum
with all four applets is 15 MB. (Installa-
tion gives you a choice of options.) Feel
free to call anytime. I am available for
demos of the program, or for a helping
hand if you’re in need.

PC TOOLS

Most of you PC Tools users
probably know that because of the
voluming:us bugs in version 7.0
(time display freezes, keyboard
locks, etc.) Central Point Software
is sending every registered user of
7.0 an update (Version 7.1) in the
hopes that their reputation won't
suffer too much from user
dissatisfaction. Allwell and good -
right?

Allusers who now configure with
the Datamon Screen Blanker and
have Lotus 1-2-3 and/or Quattro
Pro installed will have NO screen
blanker for those programs. This
info comes from member Marty
Rosenblum who was not able to
get Screen Blanker working after
installing Version 7.1. A call to
Central Pointgot him this story: So
many 1-2-3 and Quattro Pro users
of PC Tools 7.0 complained of
interference (sometimes only half
of the screen would return upon
"push any key") that they rigged
Version 7.1 so as not to blank the
screens of these two programs.

1 use 7.0 with Quattro Pro and
when the screen returns the colors
do strange things, but it settles
down immediately. Central Point
suggest that, after installing 7.1,
you copy the Datamon files from
7.0 over the 7.1 Datamon files.

Jan is the Vice-President of SPAUG and a Microsoft
Certified Trainer. Send your questions on
Windows applications 1o:

3655 Pruneridge Avenue, No. 135, Santa Clara,
CA 95051, (408) 243-5955.

Don't forget about the
'‘Excel Tips & Tricks'
contest wrapping up soon!
Send in your favorite tricks
to the address above.

Marty says that they're wrong, and
it only works with his version of 1-
2-3 if you call Datamon and reset
the blanker time-out - then it only
works for that session. If you
terminate by turning off power or
with the reset button, it's gone.

In order for the blanker to work -
with 1-2-3 in Version 7.1 you must
install the blanker with the hot-key
setup and blank the screen
yourself with the hot-key - it won't
time-out automatically. Marty got
conflicting information in two
different phone calls to Central
Point.

The hot-key doesn't always
work eithert | wonder what else
there was that really wasn'tbroken
but got fixed by elimination.

Those who remember the
discussion at the October meeting,
about Quicken 5.0 and its
Interference with TSRs, may also
remember that | stated that the
PC Tools 7.0 screenblanker does
not work with Quicken on my
setup. Waell Intuit is working on a
fix but it is not ready for release
yet. Could it be that PC Tools - -
- - nah, just coincidence, most
likely. Norton is beginningto sound
interestingt!

FLOYD KESSLER
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Conner introduced 1%2" IDE and SCSI
Hard Drives. Today Conner’s customer
Acer, ASTResearch, ALR, Data General,
Epson, Mitac, Texas Instruments,
.yr0shiba, Wang and many others.

Other hard drive manufacturers have
not been ignoring the IDE interface. The
Apple SCSI hard drive OEM, Quantum,
also makes 3%4" IDE hard drives. They
offer a two-year warranty on their
products. Quantum also has the largest
cache on board their hard drives, at 64
Kilobytes. Most Conner hard drives
have a 32 Kilobyte cache, as do Maxtor
and most other IDE Hard Drives.

A cacheisamajorcontributorto better
than hardware access time in
milliseconds. Olderharddrive controllers
didn’tincludeacache atall. The Western
Digital WD1006MMXx series include an
8 Kilobyte cache. A cachekeepsrecendy
read information concerning the file’s
location on the hard drive. This can
make a Quantum 40AT which is rated at

19milliseconds, give aneffective access
time of 12 milliseconds. This will
especially be noticed on larger files
which get read quite a lot. Recently, I
have clocked a Quantum 105AT at 16
milliseconds access time and 851 KBS
transfer rate and a Maxtor 7120A at 15
ms access time and 1211 KBS transfer
rate, using CORETEST 2.8. Thisis a
very substantial performance gain over
a similarly priced MFM hard drive/
controller combination. Other hard
drive manufacturers making IDE drives
include Western Digital, Maxtor,
Seagate, Seagate formerly imprimis/
CDC, JVC, Teac, Fujitsu, Hewlett
Packard, Kyocera and Plus
Development (a division of Quantum).

IDE hard drives are more reliable
than regular hard drives. Some models
can take 60 G's of force when powered
off! Because there are fewer electronic
circuits (no external controller), there
is less heat generated and all of the hard
drive and controller electronics reside

togetheron the bottom of the drive on one
board. This allows the drive manufacturer
to low level format the drive during
manufacturing. This not only saves the
installer time, but was also done because
IDE drives have the servo information
embedded in between the data tracks.
This allows the drive to “know” precisely
where the heads are located by reading
the servo information for track location.
This servo information can not be wiped
off without factory servo writers writing
over the old information.

Currently, almost all the IDE hard
drives have low level formatting inhibited
to prevent the servo information from
being wiped out, thereby maintaining the
correct low level and servo information
integrity. Since factory written servo
tracks on MFM drives seem to never fail
before the motors or data media wears
out, IDE hard drives should never need a
low level reformatting. The DOS “high”
level format will “clean” off and lock out
bad tracks on an older IDE hard drive.

- SPAUG

MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS

Our club was founded in 1984 as a Stanford
Voluntary Student Organization with
Associate Membership available to members
of the non-Stanford community who use PCs.
SPAUG is a nonprofit organization whose
purpose is to bring together people interested
in personal computing and to provide a
forum for the exchange of ideas in the field.
General Meeting

A monthly General Meeting featuring
programs of general interest is held on the
last Wednesday of the month at 7:30 PM.
The meeting place is on the Stanford
Campus, Jordan Quad, in Polya Hall, Turing
Auditorium.

SIG Meetings
Novice and other special interest groups
(SIGs) meet monthly, providing

demonstrations or detailed coverage of topics

of special interest.

PRinT SCreen

A monthly Newsletter is mailed to all

Members, including feature articles, the Club

Calendar and other helpful information.

SPARC

. An electronic Bulletin Board is maintained

~ for uploading and downloading files and for
message communicating among Members.

k\Bulletins, and files in several public domain

and shareware categories are available. The
BBS number is (415) 321-4497.
Software Library

A library of public domain software disks
is maintained for the benefit of Members.
Random Access

Members may announce items for sale, ask
questions and share information during the
Random Access period of the General
Meeting.

Disk of the Month.

A collection of public domain or shareware
programs is prepared and presented at the
General Meeting. The disk is available for
$1 or in exchange for the Goodie Coupon
on your membership card.

Mailcall

ltems received in the club mailbox are
reviewed at the General Meeting. Shareware
programs, demo disks, and special offers are
made available as well as the newsletters
received from the exchange program with
other user groups.

Renewais

Members’ expiration information is printed
on Newsletter mailing labels. A return
envelope is enclosed for convenience in the
month prior to renewal date,

New Members

Names of new and renewing Members are
listed in the Newsletter.

Resource Center

A list of Members who are available to give
help by telephone on various aspects of

A
computing is provided in the Newsletter.
The SPAUG Constitution is available for
downloading from the Bulletin Board.
Classified Ads

Members may post noncommercial ads at -
General Meetings, send them to the PRinT
SCreen Editor for publication in the
Newsletter, or send them to the BBS Sysop
for posting on the For Sale bulletin section
of the board.

Random Drawing

Members attending the General Meeting are
eligible for a drawing for a prize, often a
valuable program or hardware item.
Sidewalk Sale

An annual sidewalk sale is held featuring
computer-related items for sale by vendors
and Members.

Member of the Month

A Member who has contributed recent or
ongoing service to the club is selected by
the Steering Committee for recognition. A
quarterly no-host dinner is held to honor these
Members.

APCUG

SPAUG is a member of the Association of
PC User Groups. An APCUG Bulletin
Board and other benefits are shared.

Information Line

A recorded message provides up-to-date
information about programs and activities.
Callers may request information about
membership. The phone number is(415)
321-4498.
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