





THE
BBS IN
PRINT

BOB BOTTINI

Bob 'is the BBS Sysop

We now have anew Sysop, Gary Seath, an electrical
engineer by profession.

Gary Seath has now been formally installed as our
new Sysop. He has an agenda, to be implemented as
soon as possible, which includes remote resetting of
our computer in case of trouble. He also intends to
rework the software that deals with the download and
upload protocols. Ashis assistant Sysop, [ amlooking
forward to working with Gary.

This month [ would like to recommend a series of
Shareware Games from “Alive Software”, of Santa
Clara. They have sent us aseries of eight games, three
of which are in VGA mode. These are of course the
most interesting. As | see these games they delightful,
and are primarily for children. “Animal Quest” brings
you into the world of Nature and you have wildlife
experiences in a Forest. You can be either a predator
or the prey. You must make your own way in the
Forest. You pick up some interesting insights while
playing this game.

“Crazy Shuffle” is a form of a familiar game you
might know as concentration. You try to match up the

hidden pictures. The “VGA Concentration” is really
in excellent color. What [ am saying here is that we
have two forms of the game “Concentration”. The
simpler form. “Jigsaw” is in RGB color, VGA Con-
centration is were all the color action happens.

We also have two Jigsaw Puzzle Games. One is
called “PC-Jigsaw” and the other is called “VGA
Jigsaw Puzzle”. Again the VGA version is to be
preferred because it uses 256 colors as well as VGA
graphics.

The best games for me are the “Sharks” games. The
VGA version is a “Knockout” both because of the
colors, but primarily because of the VGA graphics. |
was delighted with the game. The RGB version was
alittle tame for me. The VG A versionhad a Scubaman
who you could actually shoot at the sharks at your
direction, but you could also move the Scubaman by
moving your mouse,

Well you will find these games I have reviewed in

the games section of our BBS. [ hope some of you
children out there will enjoy them.

It’s Your
BBS -
Use It!

SOL LEDERMAN

415)
321-4497

THE
BULLETIN
BOARD
NUMBER

[’d like to introduce all of you'to our club’s Bulletin
Board (BBS) system. [’ ve written this article to share
my experience as a novice SPAUG BBS user and to
encourage all of you, expecially those of you who are
club members, to get familiar and friendly with our
BBS and to help it grow to serve all of us better and
better.

You need to be a club member to use the BBS. The
$35/year clubmembership, ($10 for Stanford students)
is a very small price given the value provided by the
BBS alone. So, join the club, get yourself a modem
and terminal program and you’re all set to go. |
bought a cheap $70 2400 bps modem/4800 bps fax
send card from Fry’s which came with Bitcom terminal
emulation and file transfer software. [t works fine.
Check the local computer newspapers for sales.

[ dial into the BBS at 2400 bps; the number is 415-
321-4497. The system greets me with a welcome
banner and menu of general bulletins to read. 1 find
that the activities bulletin is very helpful since the
club has a number of things going on throughout the
month (e.g. general meeting, planning meeting, and
various SIGs.) I also like to check the Swap Shop
bulletin to see if someone has some interesting item
to sell, buy, or trade. There’s also a bulletin that
describes the club in general which is good for new
members to read.

There are two things in particular which are nice to
do on our BBS. One is file transfer. The other is
conference “stuff”.

OurBBS hasquiteafew files available to users. Lots
of share ware and public domain software is available.
Files are compressed with PKZIP, a very standard
compression utility. PKUNZIP, available on the BBS,
let’s you decompress the files you retrieve. [ had
difficulty transfering files via the Kermit protocol;
Xmodem worked without a hitch. 1 transfered and

unzipped an addicting little program, Chomp, which
is a very well done Windows version of the arcade
came Pac Man. As soon as | finish writing this article
I am going to delete Chomp from my hard disk,
though, since its addictiveness is keeping me from
doing “productive” things on my PC.

We have files in 39 categeries available to you. We
have games, communication programs, graphics
software, finance programs, utilities, virus checking
programs, Windows applications and a2 whole lot
more. Come on in and take a look!

With so mamy interesting files to choose from you
might be tempted to spend hours getting interesting
stuff. You won’t be able to. Each user is granted one
hour of connect time per day on the BBS. When you
choose files to transfer (download) to your PC the
BBS tells you how long the transfer should take. 1
have found that the BBS lies; keep an eye on the clock
-transfers have taken me longer thanthe BBS predicts.
So, use your time wisely.

The other interesting activity on the BBS is the
joining of conferences. The idea is that you can get
into a discussion of some topic that interests you.
Current conferences include club business, private e-
mail to other club members, eating out, general
messages, theatre and skiing. Watch for new
conferences or start one of your own.

Well, that’s all [ have to say for now about the BBS.
1t’s fun to use, simple enough for anyone to learn,
packed with useful and fun software, ever changing
and growing and in short, it has something to offer to
almost any PC user. Plus, it comes with Bob Bottini,
BBS Sysop, who’s an all around nice guy and very
helpful if you should get stuck. His number is listed
among the numbers of other active club members
with helpful roles.
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JAN ALTMAN

Excel 4.0

It's not just a
spreadsheet
anymore

Jan is the Vice-President of

SPAUG and a Micresoft
Cenified Trainer. Send your
comments on Windows
applications to:

3655 Pruneridge Avenue,
No. 135

Santa Clara. CA 95051,
[408] 243-5955.

My firstcomplaintabout the new Excel 4.Gis thatit’s
getting harder and harder to describe. 1 guess it’s still
considered to be in the spreadsheet category, but
today’s Excel could also happily be used by people who
need engineering and scientific analysis, database
summary reports, presentation graphics, slide shows,
and a high-level programming language. Somehow,
simply calling it a “spreadsheet” no longer does it
justice. Would you call Lieutenant Commander Data
merely a “robot™?

Mouse SHorTcuTs GALORE

Excel 4 brings the artofusing a mouse to new heights
forMicrosoft. Notsince Word for DOS 5.0 has Microsoft
made ample use of the right mouse button, but it wus
worth the wait. Who knew you could do so much with
just two buttons? Due to the enormous number of
mouse shortcuts, [ now pull down menus at least 40%
less than | used to. Here’s abrief intro to some of then.

Drag and Drop:  Following the lead of Winword
2.0}, youcannow move or copy cells withadrag. Select
any range and drag its border to move it. An outline
shows you exactly where to drop it. Hold down Ctrl
and drag to copy. 1t's so cool I like to move things
around just to see it happen. I can’t imagine going
through the clipboard anymore - it seems like a relic
of the ‘80’s.

AutoFill:  EditFill and Data Series are also losing
their usetulness, thanks to another shortcut. Every
selection now has a~fiil handic” (a small square) in the
lower right corner. Drag the fiil handle to the right or
down to perform an Edit Fill. (A rather elegant way
to extend formulas, 1 think.)

A fill handle can also be used to extend a series. Drag
acell that says “January” and creatc a series of months.
Drag “Monday™ to create a series of days. Drag “Qtr
1 to create “Qtr 2.7 “Qtr 3, etc. In fact, if your initial
selection is two or more cells with numbers, Excel will
calculate the trend and continue the same series as you
drag. As you're creating uny series, the formula bar
lists each new item.

One last note: since dragging down and to the right
automatically fills cells, it makes sense that dragging
up and to the left would do the opposite. Drag a fill
haadle to the top left corner of the selection to perform
an Edit Clear.

Shortcut Menus: The most common editing and
formatting operations have been condensed into the
new shortcut menus. Point to any cell and click the
right mouse button. A small menu pops up with your
favorite choices: Cut, Copy, Paste, Clear, Delete, and
Insert from the Edit menu: and Number, Alignment,
Font, Border, and Patterns from the Format menu.
You nolonger have to move the mouse oft the worksheet
to drop down a menu.

The right mouse button works on other parts of the
screen also. Row height and column width are added
to the above choices when you clickonarow orcolumn
heading. Click on any toolbar and get a shortcut menu
to maintain the seven built-in toolbars (and any others
you’ve created). In fact, let me tell you more about
them.

TooLBARS

Excel’sstandard toolbar is chock full of goodies. But
their idea of goodics may not be the same as yours.
Customizing a toolbar is as easy as a click and drag.
You can drag buttons around to change their order.
You can add another button by picking it from the
Toolbars Customize box and dragging it onto the
toolbar. An individual tool can run commands or
macros, and can even be given a customized face
(paste one in from the clipboard). [ bet you can guess
how to remove a tool from the toolbar: simply drag it
off.

Excel comes with seven built-in toolbars (including
one that mimics Excel 3.0’s). You can show as many
or as fewas you like. A toolbar can sitanywhere on the
screen that you drag it. or you can “dock” it along the
screen’sedge. A mereright mouse buttonclick allows
you to show or hide specific toolbars, or display the
Customize box. And the customize box can help you
create toolbars of your own.

[ wish Winword 2.0’s toolbar were half this easy.
App-Ins

The program includes a very complex set of add-in
functions and macros. 1f you install the whole kit and
kaboodle. you'll need about 11 mg of free space. (The
minimum required installation is about 5 mg.) These
add-ins range trom the highly technical (specialized
engineering. {inancial, and statistical functions) to the
simple but useful (autosave, a custom color palette, a
Word-like glossary, worksheetcompare, etc.). Believe
me, there are many others.

To use an add-in for the first time, pull down Options
Add-Ins (the Add-In Manager is launched). select the
add-in you want, and wait a few seconds. In most
cases, a new command is added to a menu. (I
experience a small delay when using an add-in, but
mine is not the fastest machine in the world. Perhaps
yours will not be as noticeable.)

Muany of Excel’s glossy new features are complex.
add-in macros. The Crosstab ReportWizard (sounds
like a character from a circus) is a handy database
reporting device, A crosstub report is a customized
summary or comparison of specitic data in your
database. The Crosstab Wizard (a Microsoft device
for hand-holding you through a series of steps -
Wizards debuted in Publisher) helps you through the
steps viaa seriesof questions. You should have a good
idea of what you want before you launch the Wizard,
but if you do, it’s easy.

Other add-ins allow you to create different what-if
scenarios and views of your data. Once you’ ve defined
some views Or scenarios, you can print them with the
Report Manager. You can create slide show
presentations that include worksheets, charts, oreven
eraphics from other applications. And the Worksheet
Auditor will report on errors in your worksheet.

1 Know WHAT You Mean

Excel in general has become much more intuitive.
Some great examples are AutoFill, shortcut menus,
and the customizable toolbars. These things alone are
worth the price of the program. But there are many
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other ways in whichitkeeps astepahead of you. When
you’re typing in a function and forget the closing
parenthesis, Excel enters it for you. When you create
a formula that refers to formatted cells, Excel
automatically applies the same number format to the
formula. You no longer have to split window panes
before you freeze them; if you go 10 Window Freeze
Panes, Excel first splits them at the location of the
Ccursor.

Chart creation also requires less thinking. The
ChartWizard is great for those unfamiliar with the
process. When you’re working with a chart, the chart
toolbar appears on the screen automatically. 3-D
charts (there are two new ones) can be rotated with a
drag ofthe mouse. And yes, even charts have shortcut
menus.

You’ll also see ways in which Excel and Word are
becoming more alike. The program now includes a
spell checker, a glossary, adocument compare, azoom
factor, and the ability to open several files atonce. And
you’ve got much more control over printing, page
layout, and graphic objects.

A ProGraM THAT Lives Up 1o Its Name

[stillthink that Excel 3.01s an inspired pieceof code.
And you may be perfectly happy with it foralong time.
But 4.0 is definitely worth looking into. lts array of
shortcuts is simply too much fun to resist.

Still want more bells and whistles? You can have
them, literally. Run Excel 4 under Windows 3.1
(complete with multimedia extensions) and add a
sound note to a cell.

IRQs

Interrupt requests on the PC are allocated as
follows. The XT haseight, and the AT has sixteen.
Each piece of hardware needs to be able to access
the CPU when itneeds its attention and it does this
by sending a signal along the interrupt line that is
allocated to it. When adding a new peripheral look
for a spare [RQ or one that can be shared with
another device.

IRQ PCiXTs
System timer
Keyboard
Available
COM2
Ccom1
Hard drive
Floppy dnve
LPT1

PCIATs

System timer
Keyboard
Controls 2nd IRQ
CoM2

COM1

LPT2

Floppy drive

LPT1

Reallime clock
Redirected to IRQ2
Available
Available
Available

Math coprocessor
Hard drive
Available

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

FONTS-
ON-THE-
FLY

ROBERT BRUCE

Reprinted from the May
issue of DIABLO BLUE
the newsletter ofthe Diablo
Valley PC User's Group.

The situation: you use WordPerfect for all
your office reports, memos, forms, etc., and print
exclusively on an HP LaserJet Il at the office.
You carry lots of work home, where you have an
old nine-pin dot matrix printer. You carry a
portable inkjet printer with your laptop computer

.when you go on the road, and then you never

know whatkind of heavy-duty printer you willhave
waiting for you at your client’s office. You also
share documents on disk with your co-workers,
who are using soft fonts and cartridge fonts on a
variety of printers.

The problem: the many different font
generatingschemes onthe many different printers
in your office cause the resulting documents to
appear different, even though everyone is using
12-point Times Roman. You have to switch printer
drivers every time you switch printers, and that
means you have to dig through a bag of worms to
re-format your document every time. On top of
that, even though your old nine-pin produces
pretty good-looking graphics, its best attempts at
near-letter-quality leave something to be desired.

The solution: how about a printer driver that
will cause your printer, whatever its heritage, to
print to a common standard? How about a set of
typefaces that are chosen to fit the needs of
people who create business documents every
day, documents that have to be effective and
good looking? It seems that the HP LaserJet 1l|
is the standard printer in today’s business world,
with it's built-in Agfa Compugraphic Intellifont
scalable font outlines. This printer comes with
two fonts: CG Times and Univers. These are
each available in four flavors: standard, bold,
italic, and bold italic, for a total of eight typefaces
on the printer.

The programmers at LaserTools have made it
possible tocausejustaboutany printer to produce
output that looks like it came odd a LaserJet |1l
They have added eleven more typefaces to the
LaserJet’s eight, for a total of nineteen standard,
easy to read fonts.

Theprogram box contained two 5%", high density
diskettes. | looked through the box but couldn’t
find and 3%2" disks, which the manual says should
be included. They would have been nice to have
butweren’'tnecessary. The shortage was probably
due to the fact that this was and “evaluation
program”. Another possible glitch of the same
sort: the program shows “Version 2.0” on the
opening screen, and the owner’s manual is labeled
“Version 1.0”. 1 didn’'t have any problems with it
though. You need about 2.4 MB of hard disk
space to install the program, with another 1.5 MB
needed for temporary files used with dot matrix
and inkjet printers. The program is designed to
make use of EMS memory, if you have it.
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| use an Epson 24-pin dot matrix printer.
Fonts-on-the-Fly prints to the LaserJet
Il standard, soitdoes notuse my printers
internal fonts. Instead, pages are sentto
my printer as graphics data at the
resolution | chose in the Text Quality
setting (Draft, Medium, or High) in
WordPerfect’'s Print menu. Of course,
the programalso works withlaser printers:
HP DeskJets and HP LaserJets of the
series Il and [l variety, and 100%
compatible printers.

The program box includes several
booklets:

Q “Seeingis Believing”—a book full of
goodies about fonts: the basics, how
to selecta font, documentdesign, and
some sample documents put together
with this program. A glossary defines
some common typesetting terms.

Q “Quick Start Guide”—gets you up
andrunning with an absolute minimum
of “book learning”.

0 “Owners Manual”—considerthe first
three chapters to be required reading;
the rest of the book is “nice to know”
information.

a “WordPerfect for Windows
Installation Guide”—I| didn’t even
look through this one, as | DON'T DO
WINDOWS! (I lied—i wentfarenough
into the manual to find out the you can
install both the Windows and DOS
version if you have both versions of
WordPerfect installed.)

a “Network Installation Guide”—ditto
here, except for the first page, which
says that the program will work fine
with any network that supports
WordPerfect 5.0.

Q “Power User’s Guide”—threepages
on how to make it work better and/or
faster

iJ “Ready Reference Guide”—some
document design tips, and illustration

of each of the nineteenincluded fonts,
and a listing of “quick keys"—the Ctri-
letter key combinations which allow
you to do things like insert real quota-
tion marks (“) and () instead of ("),
and bullets (e,¢). You can also use a
real em dash, (I got carried away
above, having fun with these) rather
than the minus sign from your key-
board. From the book: “By the way,
the correct way to use the em dash is
without blank spaces before or after
the dash”. [Though other style guides
tell you to surround an em dash or en
dash with spaces for clarity - ED].

| did have a problem with the program,
and | can thank Alan DeBenedictus of
LaserTools for some much appreciated
assistance.

| had volunteered to print postcards
announcing the April WPSIG meeting,
and started playing with a message and
formatting for what | thought was going
to be 4"x6" forms. Once it was all set to
go, | went over to Wait Parsons’ place
(he volunteered the postcards, since he
doesn't use a tractor feed printer any
more) and picked up the postcard stock,
which turned out to be 3%2"x6" forms.
“No problem,” | thought, “I'll simply
shorten the paper size in WordPerfect,
readjust the message a bit, and go with
it.” That's when the fun started. Instead
of spacing messages on 3'%:"centers, |
was getting several inches between the
bottom of one form and the top of the
next. The 4" spacing had worked very
nicely. What to do? | went around with
WordPerftect and Fonts-on-the-Fly,
separately and together, until | was
thoroughly frustrated, then | called Walt
and picked his brains untilwe both agreed
“It must be a bug in Fonts-on-the-Fliy".
So much for Sunday afternoon.

Monday afternoon, as soon as | got
home from work (4 p.m.) | fired up the

computer and called LaserTools tech
support. (Their hours are 9 to 5. The
local number would have meant a toll
charge to me, so, being the thrifty soul
thatlam, | made useof their 800 number.)
| told my troubles to their voice mail
system, left my number, then sat back to
wait, figuring I would come home from
work Tuesday to find a reply waiting on
my phone recorder. Surprise! All of ten
minutes went by before a friendly sort
named Joel called back (sorry Joel, |
didn’tget your lastname) and took all the
information he needed. He said he would
try to getback to me the same afternoon,
but | figured 24 hours would be more like
it (the time was now 4.30). Ten minutes
late the phone rang again. This time it
was Alan, who wasn't aware that Joel
was already working on the problem. 1
figured that two heads might be better
thanone, so I ran through it with him. As
soon as | had described the problem, he
hadthe solution; modify the printerdriver.
{He had seen this one before). He fed
me the needed information while | made
the changes, then waited while | tried out
the result. Bingo! The whole thing took
just over an hour, and | suspect he
stayed past quitting time to make sure |
was happy.

Tuesday afternoon Alan called again,
and said that the programmers were
goingtofixthe probleminafuturerelease
of the program. | like people and
companies that provide feedback on
things like this. 1t shows commitment to
producing a fine product, and
commitment to customer satisfaction.

| am very favorably impressed with
both the manufacturer and their product.
Fonts-on-the-Fly is published by:

LaserTools Corporation,
1250 45th Street, Emeryville, CA 94698
[610]420-8777
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