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transparent so that it will overlap other text
or frame objects on the scrcen.

Text frames can be used 1o highlight text,
cven putting it into reverse — white on black.
Drop capital letters can be used to start a
paragraph by putting the letter into a frame. A
framc can be divided into columns for flowing
text across one part of a page. Because the
contents in a frame moves with the frame, it
can be an excellent way to position text on a
pagc inrelationship toother graphs, images, or
tablcs.

Users can also usc frames to create their own
drawings. AmiProincludesa groupof drawing
tools that appears when {irst opening a frame
at thecurrent cursor position. The tools include
line, curve, circle, rectangle, and polygon, as
wcll as text entry and buttons to rotate and
mirror the drawing. A background grid canbe
established tokeep thingssquarcand even. It’s
no substitute fora CADD system, but enough
for many sketching jobs. Because frames can
be layered, users can create special visual
cffects on screen and in the printed document.

Berter Tvan ALmost WYSIWYG

Ami Pro gives the user an accurate screen
representation of the final output, including
the correct text line length. They claim that
there is currently no other graphical word
processor capable of doing that. This feature
makes it easier to visualize the printed page
while the work is still on the screen.
Expericnced usersof AmiProwillbe familiar
with the Tables feature. For newusers this may
be the first time that they have ever been able
to create columns and rows of numbers or
words so easily and keep everything aligned.
The table can be linked to spreadsheet data or
to other database information that may reside

in other dircclorics or drives. Formatting of
the table can be quickly modified with a right
mouse click anywhere on the table itself. Also,
the cells in a table can be used to contain
pictures or even graphs.

Charting is a feature of Ami Pro that can be
used to display in visual form the relationship
between data. The user is coached as to the
chart types that can be used. Examples are
shown of the charts that might best display the
user’s data, Legend boxes, shading, and line
types for charts help identify the data.

Ger A HEAD START IN STYLE

There are extensive Style sheet files to help
the user get a flying start composing sophis-
ticated documents that exploit some of the
best features that Ami Pro has to offer. It’s a
real treat to see what word processing can
look like. The *‘SmartStyles’’ booklet that
comes with the product lets users browse
through these examples and think about
how they might be customized for the users’
specific needs.

Several features were added specific to the
legal profession. Linesmay be numberedevenly
down the page, or, as an alternative, there can
be numbering of only those lines with text on
them. Tables of Authoritiesaresupported, and
Tables of Contents can be prepared down to
nine levels.

Grammarchecking is now aninternal feature
of Ami Pro instead of a third-party add-in
product run from a macro. There’s spell
checking, as well as a Thesaurus.

Image appearance is often affected by the
output device. The program has image controls
that include brightness, smoothing, edge
enhancement, and halftone controls that can
keep the image clear and sharp when printed.

Lotus Word Processing Division has prepared
an cxcellent manual to document the features
of Ami Pro 3.0 and includes good cxamples to
follow for some of thc more common, or
special, jobs that comc up. The on-screen help
is conlext sensitive, with the ““?"” Help loon at
the upper right corner of every dialog box.

Beyond the features that most users will
need, Ami Pro also has incorporated an
extensive macro language, which users may
want toexploreby ordering the supplcmentary
‘““Macro Language Manual.”’ It contains
functional definitions and examples for all of
the macro commands. The manual consists of
over 700 pages and is provided with a disk of
example macros for asmall handling chargeof
$9.95.

When Lotus Word Processing Division
announced that Ami Pro would be upgraded to
version 3.0, they did it at the New York PC
Users Group meeting. Theyknew that there is
astrongbase of support among Windows users
for Ami Pro, It has had adevoted following for
almost five years. Ami started out asa Windows
word processor even before Windows 3.0 was
introduced. The big jump was made when
version 2.0 of Ami Pro became available. The
changesin AmiProversion 3.0 arerefinements,
speed enhancement, and uscful new features
that make the product even more powerful
than it was before.

Ami Pro 3.0 is a product of the Word
Processing Division of Lotus Development
Corporation. Upgrade pricing starts at $49,
$79 for the technology guarantce upgrades,
and $129 for the competitive upgrades. The
suggested retail price is $495.

Reprinted from Bits & PC'’s: the newsletter of
the Madison PC User's Group.

GETTING LOGGED ON, efc.

A short logon script for automatically logging onto the BBS
follows and can be edited to suit--if you usc any Procomm
communications program.

It’s recommended to change your initial password after you log
onto the BBS for the first time. This is done on the Main menu by
sclecting (Y)our Settings, and selecting option (1) for changing
the password. Enter a new password and exit. After logging off
the board, re-edit the logon script to reflect your new password.

;SPARC BBS - Automatic log-on for PROCOMM PLUS
NAME_PW: ;Log-on, Name and Password
TRANSMIT “AM" ,Carmiage return

WAITFOR “first name?"’

TRANSMIT “NANCY HELMY"” ;Your name

TRANSMIT "“*M"

WAITFOR “password”

TRANSMIT “1911" :Your BBS password (initially the last 4
TRANSMIT “AM" Jdigits of your phone number)

To find the articles uploaded to the BBS from other user group
newsletters, enter the Message menu, (S)can, S(u)bject, type

ARTICLES, (S)tart. This will give you the message numbers to
which the articles are attached. To read a message and then
download the attached article, (R)cad, type the message number,
{D)ownload, and type the filename of the attached article. Match
download protocols between the BBS and your comm program.

If you don’t want articles cluttering up your hard disk, usc a
method for viewing that allows you to read inside the zipped filc
without permanently unzipping. A command that accomplishes
this is PKUNZIP -cm ZIPFILENAME.

Drafts of SPAUG’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws are
available on the BBS. These can be searched on the Message
menu by the same method as above, using Bylaws and Incorpo-
ration for the two S(u)bjects. A new (T)hread feature works too,
as a (R)ead option. (D)ownload the drafts as above.

Incidentally, Bob Bottini is currently logging on each morning
tosee that theboard isnot **hung.’’ Dialing a couple of times may
be necessary to get connected. Line noise seems to be an
intermittent probiem for some. If the board disconnects without
your logging off, redial in a moment or two. These are a few
“‘work arounds’’ until operational reliability is resolved.

Nancy Helmy
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