








(uicken cont.
Quicken Companion 2 for Windows

The seccond half of this evalvation report covers
Quicken’s Companion 2 for Windows. Accompany-
ing it are CompuServe’s introductory membership
and a discount on TurboTax for Windows.

The Companion User Guide highlights home
invenlory, securitics quoles and tax estimator. The
Companion can work alone but the most benefit is
gained when installed with Quicken as data is
exchanged between the two.

The home inventory is almost as e¢ssential as
daily investment account updates for it tells what
important documents are located where and
updates your total assets account, all of which
have tax consequences. Unfortunately my modemn
is still in its box awaiting installation so my
review of the stock quotes portion of Quicken
Companion can go no further.

The versatility and depth of options of which
Quicken is capable is almost incredible! 1t will
take me a long time to cxplore Quicken’s depth
and breadth. When I do undoubtedly I will find

something for which I will need HELP and
Quicken’s User Guide says FREE Unlimited
Technical Support.

Well done Quicken Intuit! ko

Book Review:
Quicken 3 for Windows,

A Practical Approach
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Book sections of computer stores are replete
with titles promising “Grudge for Windows MADE
EASY,” or “WinGrudge Secrcts for the Rest of
Us." Titles like that. Most promise 1o make
unfriendly programs user-friendly. They do not.
but these aftcr-market books are purchased with
thc cver-hopeful prospect that they will.

There was a time when sofltware user manuals
were written by programmers and, il seemed. for
programmers. not for the rest of us. This has
changed, at least for the more widely sold soltware
such as Quicken 3 or any of the major word
processing or spreadsheet appiications.

Thc obvious way 1o evaluate Quicken 3 for
Mindows is to comparc it with the Manunal supplied
by Quicken. It compares lavaorably: it is nol better.
just different. A typical explanation in the Manual
comprises an entry-screen graphie {(dialog box)
with pencil-thin lines extending from relevanl
sections or buttons on the screen out lo a block of

text that briefly explains the indicated portion’s
function. A typical explanation in Quicken 3 for
Hindows requires at least onme. and somelimes a
dozen paragraphs of text that refer 10 a dialog box
on an adjacent page: the information is the same,
the reader simply has to scan more text.

One result of this difference in siyles between
the Manual and Quicken 3 for Windows is that the
latter is a book of 5328 pages. while the Manual,
plus the Getting Started Guide, is about 100 pages
shorter,

While Quicken 3 for Windows is thorough, it is
not free from error. On page 14 the reader is
advised “If you're going to be working wilh
Quicken regularly [This would be true, 1 suppose.
if you have an income; il not, you don’t need an
accounting program.], I recommend that you
familiarize yourself gradually with the keyboard
commands, These are summarized inside the cover
of this book.” That is good advice (ignoring
unnecessary verbiage), but the author failed to
include the keyboard commands, whether inside
the cover or on any pages beiween.

Another error appears in the QuickFill
Preferences dialog box. QuickFill is the name
Quicken gives to its auto-completion [eature for
recurring transactions. As transactions are
eniered. they are recorded il the QuickFill feature
is enabled. Later, simply typing the lirst letter of a
Payee, for example. results in auto-completion of
the name and, if you desire, the amount and
category (expense or income). The dialog box
shown in Quicken 3 for Windows did not match the
dialog box on my compuler screen. However. since
each feature that can a be customized is clearly
labeled. the error is not material to one's
understanding.

Quicken 3 for Windows [ails to tell you. as does
the Manual, that the recorded cntries used by
QuickFill cannot be edited. Once they are
recorded, they are inserted into an unidentiflied
file forever. only 1o pop up when you rather they
wouldn't Thus, il the recording [unction is
enabled. and the aulo-completion function is on.
attempts to correctly enter a previously-recorded
erroneous entry may be defeated For example. I
entered an abbreviation f[or a payee, incorrectly
using lower case type. Now, attempts lo insert the

eniry in caps simply resulted in a quick and
efficient rewriting in lower case. No one is
perfect.

in summary. il you prefer instructions mostly in
texi. rather than those more diagrammalic and
terse, you will find Quicken 3 for Windows 2
useful addition to your computer library. But,
don’t Lthrow away your Manual. The Quicken [olks
did a pretty good job lor the rest of us. o



















































