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It was announced that Jim Dinkey had agreed to
act as the coordinator of the Internet SIG. Jim
made several announcements concerning the
next meeting of the Internet SIG. Bob Mitchell
also covered the next meeting of the WIN 95

SIG.

Bob Mitchell offered a second presentation on
Kurzweil Voice Pad. This is a voice recognition
software that allows you to use your voice to
dictate words and make commands to the
computer which then produces text and
formatting as you direct with very minimal use of
a keyboard or mouse.

Following a raffle the meeting was closed at
approximately 9:30 PM.

The next meeting was announced for August 27,
to be held at EPRI. -

Planning Weeting - August 6, 1997

Present: Bob Mitchell, President, Alan Kertz,
Vice-President, Walter Varner, Accountant,
Kendric Smith, Webmaster, Beverly Altman,
Membership Chairman, Jim Dinkey, Publicity,
Mildred Kohn, Secretary, Alan Hamel, Member.

The meeting was brought to order at 8 PM at
Beverly Altman's house. When the President
commented that he forgot to call for Random
Access during the last General Meeting because
of the heavy schedule, Kendric suggested we try
setting the meeting time earlier. The next
General Meeting on August 27 may start at 7
PM. Consult the announcement in the
PrintScreen. : :

Now that a year has passed since some of us
picked stocks for our fantasy portfolio, a final
report will be made by Bob Mitchell at the next
General meeting. Will Microsoft be the winner
here, too? Who holds the winning stock?

The next Internet SIG may be held in the office of
Nat Landes, where four telephone lines are
available. Members are bringing their laptops. By
having access to the Internet over a number of
lines, the SIG will probably have something to
view at one or another screen and not have to
spend so much time standing around waiting for
something to see. This location will lend itself to
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the study of a number of search engines. Jim
Dinkey is the leader of the SIG but hopes to get
others to present interesting material. Kendric
Smith has two hours of information to impart at
two meetings in the future.

After hearing Walter Varner's report on our
substantial bank account, Jim Dinkey expressed
a wish that we could buy an overhead projector,
an LED panel, and other equipment which we will
need after EPRI is no longer available to us. This
led to a discussion of the cost of insurance.
There is a possibility that we could join with other
clubs to get low cost insurance because of the
volume.

Alan Hamel, the new member who was present,
reported his observations of possible meeting
sites when EPRI is no longer available to us.
This reminded us to make our plea for members
to be on the alert for new meeting sites.

The meeting was adjourned by President Bob
Mitchell at 9:15 PM. :

Respectfully submitted,

Mildred Kohn, Secretary -8

Bob Mitchell - 4 Bit More On Werd
Recoguition Softwane”

If you attended the July general meeting, you
received a brief taste of one software recognition
program. In this case it was KURZWEIL VOICE
PAD. There are a number of others. The most
advertised program comparable in price -and -
quality to Kurzweil Voice Pad is IBM's Simply
Speaking Gold. Egghead is currently selling it for
$65.00. They both require at the least, a Pentium
100 Mhz processor, WIN 95, 16 MB RAM, CD
ROM and a 16 bit sound card. The demo took
place on a 486-33 computer. The need for a
more powerful computer was obvious. A longer
pause was necessary between words and there
was a delay of a few seconds in getting the
words to appear on the screen. In all cases it
takes a while initially to teach the application
your speech pattern. It will frequently produce a
word quite different from what you have dictated.
With each wrong word you correct it which is
then stored in memory. Things working as they
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Luestions and rnswers

The SPAUG Web Page
available at
http://lwww.mediacity.com/~spaug
sponsored by
MediaCity
500 Logue Ave
Mtn View, CA 94043
(415) 321-6800

PPP/T1/Frame Relay/ISDN

General Meeting
August 27th, 7:30PM
at EPRI,

3412 Hillview Ave.
Palo Alto

Listserver

spaug-list@mediacity.com

Any member on the spaug-list can send messages to all other
members on the list automatically by sending e-mail to this
address. This list is intended for announcements of interest to all

SPAUG members. Please avoid

excessive or trivial

announcements, since they tend to annoy some members,
especially those paying for connect time. Additions or corrections

Contacts

Bob Mitchell
tvbob1@aol.com

President (415) 368-9530
Arlan Kertz
akertz@seiler.com

Vice President (415) 368-9346
Walter Varner
walt2222@aol.com
Accountant (408) 739-3488
Mildred Kohn
mildredk@aol.com

Secretary (415) 949-1833
Beverly Altman
bevaltman@aol.com
Membership ($35 annual dues)
Director at Large (415) 329-8252
Kendric Smith
kendric@aol.com
WebMaster (415) 493-7210
Jim Dinkey

Pubilicity Chair (415) 493-9307
dinkey@ix.netcom.com
Brian Christopher
brianc@mediacity.com
Newsletter (415) 952-5632

can be sent to: spaug@mediacity.com
e Contacts
Name Area Of Expertise Phone Hours E-Mail
Jim Bailey DOS , Quick Books 415 494 -631 9AM-- 9PM NA
Jim Dinkey Win NT (Installation) 415 493 9307 9AM - 9PM dinkey
‘ @ix.netcom.com
Bill Goldmacker DOS 415691 0911 6PM - 9PM gold@svpal.org
Clyde Lerner Netscape, Quicken, 415 494 2593 9AM - 9PM VegdLife@ClydelL.com
Eudora, Word, Excel,
Ascend
Bill McElhinney Quicken, Dazzle, Plug 415 325 9808 9AM - 9PM Mcels@aol.com
In, Word Expess,
Daytimer, Sidekick
John Sleeman Fortran 415 326 5603 9AM - 8PM sleeman-j
@shs-stanford
Walt Varner All PC areas: Software 408 739 3488 9AM - 5PM walt2222@aol.com
and Hardware
incl. Win 95
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Robers Meteketl - “Rodak Digital Secence
PrhoteDoc (olon Scanner”

Street Price: Around $250.00

System Requirements: 486 66MHz or higher, Microsoft Windows 95, CD-
ROM Drive, 8 Megabytes Ram, 16 Recommended, SVGA Monitor and
10 megabytes minimum and 35 megabytes for Full Install.

Hardware Optical Resolution; 300 DPI Max
Software Interpolated Resolution; 1200 DPI Max

Software Included: Twain Drivers for scanner, Kodak Digital Science
Picture Postcard, Kodak Launcher, MetaTools Kai's Power Tools SE and
Caere OmiPage Limited Edition. All on one CD-ROM disk. Microsoft
Publish 1t! comes on one CD-ROM disk (Full Version).

Manuals & other Items: Scanner Manual, Microsoft Publish It! Manual,
some. coupons for Upgrade to Caere Ominipage Pro & OmniForm, Card
Scan Software and Paper master File Programa.

Warranty: 1 year, Optional 3 year extended warranty available.

Evaluation Report

If one is looking for a scanner to use at home or in the office. They have
several choices of scanners to choose from. Flatbed, Picture scanners,
page scanners and hand scanners. Of all of these, there is another
choice, a stand up document scanner. This scanner is from Kodak and
is called the PhotoDoc Color Scanner. This scanner is a 24 bit scanner,
and has several programs that comes with it, and takes very little space
on the desk. This scanner is easy to setup and get running.

How Hard Is It To Set Up

This scanner uses a plug & play installation procedure. The user plugs
the included cable into the parallel port and plugs the scanner into the
parallel port on the computer and plugs in the Power pack into the
scanner and in the outlet. The included twain driver on Kodak's CD-ROM
is effortless to install. | had no trouble installing the driver. Once the
driver is installed, the user than can use a program such as Adobe
Photoshop, Photo Deluxe etc. through the Acquire command. Once user
can also scan directly into a word processing program such as Word
Perfect or Microsoft Word. When the twain interface comes up. The user
then can scan the picture or what ever he or she directly in these
programs. This saves from having to first load the program and then load
the picture or document.

User Interface
The user interface is the easiest interface | have seen. The interface is

like using the Macintosh or Windows 95 with easy to read buttons that
one clicks with mouse. The interface has two modes. A Novice mode and
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an Advanced mode. The
Novice mode lets the user
select the best settings for
your needs using easy to
read labels, such as Good,
Standard or Best and the
Advanced mode lets the user
make his/ her own choices.

In the program, the user then
selects the resolution and
color or B/W mode. The
person first clicks on the
preview button to scan a
preview of picture or page
into windows on the left, then
selects the area to scan using
the Transfer Scan button.
The person can Enhance the
picture before the Final Scan.
Once the picture or page in
scanned into a program such
as Adobe PhotoShop, the
picture is ready to be
manipulated.

There is also a program
called Kodak Launcher. The
program lets the user scan a
picture then print it out. This
mode is like a photo copy
machine. Another mode is
Scan/ Fax. This mode lets
the user Fax a document
after scanning it. This works
with users existing fax
software.

Other modes are Picture
postcard - A program that
lets one send a picture
through email and another is
to scan into a program such
as Caere OmniScan for
performing OCR, which then
can be edited in a word
processing program later.

Quality Of Scans and
specifications. As far as the
quality is concerned, there
are a variety of scanners with
different qualities. There are
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entry level, Middle grade and high end scanners. This scanner would be
considered an Entry level to low middle level scanner. Picking a scanner
depends on the needs of the user. This scanner would fit well with home/
home office use and for small business use.

This scanner is a 24 bit scanner rather then a 30 or 36 bit scanner. Many

of the middle and higher end scanners are 30 and 36 bit scanners, which |

pick up more color and detail. The dark areas contained less detail than
the lighter areas. Shadows are quite good.

| scanned and printed several pictures with scanner, most of the pictures
came out quite good for being a 24 bit scanner. Some of the darkest
areas are more on the dark side, but most of the colors and detail in the
pictures is quite good at especially the 300 DPI mode. ©

Like a lot of scanners that | have tried out, there where no streaks through
the picture. The black & white drawing of the airplanes where scanned at
200 dpi and where scanned in Black & White mode. They can out quite

good. Detail is quite good. The photo copy of the original Print out also.

came out quite good. This was also scanned out at 200 dpi,

Some Complaints About Scanner

Despite the good things about the scanner, there were some complaints
to report. These include picture moving, because of a lack of extra guide
in the adjustable slides guide, Mouse locking up during start up of system
and during loading of twain driver while Twain driver is checking to see
whether the light is one or off and drive C: always filling up. While | scan
some pictures, sometimes they would get crooked while scanning. This
would have not looked too good. User should check to make to sure
guides are as close and possible to the picture or document.

Some plastic plate guides at the bottom of slide guides would help. This
scanner cannot scan from magazines or books. If one needs these
features, then look at the flatbed scanner. The other complaints about
scanner are when the mouse locks up for 10 to 15 seconds while the
twain driver is checking the scanner lamp to see if it is on or off. This
happens every 15 minutes. This can be quite annoying when working with
other programs.

Another is scanning pages from books and Magazines. The scanner must
also be plugged in printer if it is plugged into scanner printer post. There
will be printer not ready message if not plugged in.

The one last compiaint is the memory requirements. All Windows
machines use a swap file. There should be a least 25 megabytes free on
the drive C.. If this fills up, it can be quite a problem. There will be frequent
out of memory message with low memory (space) on drive. It work a lot

" better with 16 then 8, but
Kodak 4§

| would recommend more
digital science~

then 16 megabytes to
avoid using this swap file.
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true of all

The more memory in the
system, then the less it has to
use drive ¢.. This would be

scanners and
programs that use the swap
file.

Sum It All Up
All in all, despite the
limitations mentioned, this -

scanner is worth while for
home/ home office and small
business. The high points are
a small footprint and leaves
lots of room desk. Other
points are, most picture
quality is quite good except
some darkened areas in the
darkest areas of the pictures.
The detail is quite good in
most areas.

Software hardware
installation is easy. | also like
the price and the software
bundle that comes. with the
scanner. | would recommend
this scanner for families and
small business, if they don't
want to have a flatbed large
scanner taking up a lot of
desk space and don't need to
scan book pages and

magazine pages. “B
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