June 1999 SPAUG News

(Jim Dinkey - Notes From the Prea

We have an interesting schedule:

June 30 — Don Teague explaining about how to set up a
website that handles total accounting flows within a
company.

July 28 — Hank Skawinsky — A down-to-earth dialog from a
person having the over-all experience of over 800
machines in the field for many clients.

August 25 — Rick Altman — Some of the experiences of
consulting.

September 29 — TBD

October 27 — Seth Shostek — SETI (Search for
Extraterrestrial Intelligence.) a review of what they are
doing, why, how and what is next.

SPAUG is looking for a used video projector that we can
purchase. Please call Jim Dinkey with the iead.

We need a VP willing to fill in for me when | am unable to
either run a meeting or Planning Meeting. Please plan to
say yes when you are asked.

Normally an organization such as ours has a Program
Chair to make arrangements for speakers. | would like to
create this office if | can. Volunteers are encouraged.
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Until then, your suggestions are
entertained.

| attended the Microsoft Office 2000
kickoff. The problem with Office
2000 is that Microsoft did a pretty
good job when Office 97 was
released - the additional changes
are nice, effective, and not critical
for many. The usage for many can
be deferred until a real need arises.

Meeting Agenda.
7:30 Announcements.
7:35 Guests introduction.
7:40 Random Access (Crosstalk)
7:50 Break
8:00 LECTURER
9:15 SIG Reports
9:20 Raffle

9:30 Adjoum

General Meeting @ Elks Lodge - Wed. June 30 @ 7:30 PM
4249 El Camino Real - Palo Alto ( directions on page 4 )
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SLAC - Field Trip
by Walt Vamner.

On May 27 twelve of our members and guests
spent a very interesting and informative three
hours at the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center,
which is located near Sand Hill Road and |-280.
The time was spent in three areas.

For the first hour our tour guide tried to educate us
in the science of particle physics and why anyone

would be interested in studying things you can't
see or put in a bag and which don't do much until

they get excited (much like a couple on their hon-

eymoon). In a very understandable presentation

the guide described the makeup of atoms and their

components which can be deduced indirectly by

bombarding them with other high energy particles.

The second part of the action was to clamber
aboard a bus for a physical inspection of the

mechanisms which produce the energetic particles

needed to break matter into its smallest compo-
nents. It was quite an experience to look down a

two mile long tunnel housing the equipment neces-

sary to accelerate the particles in a tube several
feet under the tunnel that will do their thing two

miles away. Their "thing” is to shatter another parti-

cle and note the trails produced by the liberated
particles.

The last part of the tour took us to the SLAC cafe-

teria where we purchased an excellent lunch and

recounted what we had just seen (and only partly
understood).

Whether an individual had a physics background
or not, everyone seemed to feel that their knowl-
edge of the composition of matter was vastly in-
creased by our visit. Everyone also leamed a
bunch of new words like hadrons, baryons, mes-
ons, leptons, muons, gravitons, and a lot more "...
ons”. It was certainly three hours very well spent
and very much appreciated by the attendees.

Notes from the Ed.

Unfortunately, | missed the trip. But here are a few

points that were probably mentioned..

e Many of these “...ons" got their names in the
early days of particle physics. Baryons, mes-
ons, and leptons come from Greek words
meaning heavy, medium, and light, because
the first ones found were. Now we know of lep-
tons more massive than some baryons.

e Baryons, mesons, and leptons are families of
particles. Protons and neutrons are baryons.
Electrons and muons are leptons.

e Hadrons (another Greek origin) are particles
that are affected by the “strong force”, and in-
clude baryons and mesons. Leptons are af-
fected by the “weak force” but not by the
strong. These are two distinct families.

You could visit their Web site at: http://www _slac.
stanford.edu/

That's all, folks. Look forward to seeing you at
the next meeting.

Regards,
Jim
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General Meeting @

Elks Lodge
4249 El Camino Real
Palo Alto
June 30, 7:30 PM

Donald Teague will talk on Uptime
Corporation‘s “Total Solutions“.
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A WORD FROM THE TREASURER

| am pleased to report that over the past year

SPAUG has not only remained strong but has
increased membership and purchased an up-to-
date computer and projection system while still
keeping the operating balance within a few
dollars of $4,000.

Also the meetings over the past year have
become more interactive and dynamic. The
field trips have been popular and enlightening.

The raffle prizes have become very popular and

a key part of the organization's income. Having
a "permanent” meeting place at the Elk's
building has been instrumental in producing

(Continued on page 5)
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